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TRANSLATOR’S 


PREFACE- 

H E French Publijher 
has told his Reader, 
that ‘ the Means by 
‘ which he became Mafier of 

1 the 






[ii] 

f the following Papers, was 

< by his being Gentleman ofi 
‘ the Chamber to the- Young 

< Chevalier D’Aumont when 
1 he was in England with the 

< Ambajfador of that Name. He 
‘ recounts in for Preface,; that af- 
1 ter the Conference in Somer- 
‘ fet-houfe Garden, thofe two 
<■ perfons were at Supper toge - 
‘ ther, where himfelf attended; 

< and that the Young Cheva- 
« lier laid a Diferedon with 
‘ Sir Charles Lovehvore (who 
‘ reproach’d him with not be- 
1 ing attentive to his Relation) 
c that he would recite' to hint 
‘ upon Taper mofi of what he 
4 had di (cours’d with him that 

• \ .‘Even- 



[iii] 

1 Evening, as a Proof both of 
1 the Goodnefs of his Memory , 
X and great Attention: That 
‘ foon after he, the Publijh- 
i er, was employ'd at feve- 
‘ ral Times, as Amanuenfis to 
1 the faid Chevalier, by which 
‘ Means the Papers remain’d 
‘ in his Hands at the Death 
e of young D’Aumont, which 
1 happen'd by a Fever, foon af- 
‘ ter his Return into France/ 

The Englifh Reader is de- 
fir’ d to take Notice that the 
Verfes arenot to be found in the 
French Copy • but to make the 
Book more perfeft, Care has 
ffett taken to tranfcribe them 

whip 



[ iv 3 

with great Exaftnefs from the 
Englifh printed Tragedy of 
the fame Author, yet extant a- 
mong us .; * 

c . i 

. * 

London , June ^ 

53,1714.. 
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Introduction. 

Ji^M;|N One of thofe fine Evenings 

mom ^ lat are iVare fy to fi° un( ^ 

fMrAj/Mf m England, the Young Cheva- 
i&ISISt tierD'Jmont, related to the 
’*’* /* Duke of that Name, was ta¬ 
king the Air in Somerfet^oufe-Garden y 
and enjoying the cool Breeze from the 
River; which after the hotteft Day that 
had been known that Summer, prov’d 
Very refrefhing. He had made an Inti¬ 
macy with Sir Charles Lovemore , a Per- 
fon of admirable good Senfe and Know¬ 
ledge, and who Was now walking in the 
B Gar- 
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Garden with him, when UAumorrt lean* 
ing over the Wall, pleas’d with obfer- 
ving the Rays of the Setting Sun upon 
the Thames, chang’d the Difcourfe; Dear 
Lovemore , fays the Chevalier , now the 
Ambaftador is engag’d elfewhere, what 
hinders me to have the entire Command 
of this Garden ? If you think it a proper 
Time to perform your Promife, I will 
command the Door-keepers, that they 
fuffer none to enter here this Evening, 
to difturb our Converfation. Sir Charles 
having agreed to the Propofal, and Orders 
being accordingly given, Young UAumont 
re-alfumed the Difcourfe: Condemn not 
my Curiofity, faid he, when it puts me 
upon enquiring after the ingenious Wo¬ 
men of your Nation: Wit and Senfe is 
fo powerful a Charm, that I am not alha- 
med to tell you my Heart was infenfible 
to all the fine Ladies of the Court of 
France, and had perhaps ftill remain’d fo, 
if I had not been foftned by the Charms 
of Madam DacieAs Converfation; a Wo¬ 
man without either Youth or Beauty, yet 
who makes a Thoufand Conquefts, and 
preferves them too. I have often admir’d 
her Learning, anfwer’d Lovemore , and to 
fuch a Degree, that if the War had not 
prevented me, I had doubtlefs gone to 
France to have feen amongft other Curi- 
ofities, a Lady, who has made her lelf ad¬ 
mired 
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mired by all the World: But I do not 
imagine my Heart would have been in 
any Danger by that Vifit, her Qualifica¬ 
tions are of the Sort that ftrike the Mind, 
in which the Senfe of Love can have but 
little Part: Talking to Her is converfing 
with an admirable Scholar, a judicious 
Critick, but what has That to do with the 
Heart ? If Hie be as unhandfom as Fame 
reports her, and as learned\ I fhould ne¬ 
ver raife my Thoughts higher than if I 
were difcourfing with fome Perfon of my 
own Sex, great and extraordinary in his 
Way. You are, I find, a Novice, anfwer’d 
D'Jmiont in what relates, to Women; 
there is no being pleas’d in their Con¬ 
versation without a Mixture of the Sex 
which will Hill be mingling, it felf in all 
we fay. Some other Time I will give you 
a Proof of this, and do my felf the Ho¬ 
nour to entertain you with certain Me¬ 
moirs relating to Madam Dacier , of the 
Admiration and Applaufe file has gain’d, 
and the Conquefts ftie has made; by which 
you will find, that the Royal Academy 
are not the only Perfons that have done 
her Juftice; for whereas they bellow’d 
but the Prize of Eloquence, others have 
bellow’d their Heart: I mull agree with 
you, that her Perfections are not of the 
Sort that infpire immediate Delight, and 
warm the Blood with Pleafure, as thofe 
B 2 do 
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do who treat well of Love: I have not 
known any of the Moderns in that Point 
come up to your famous Author of the 
Atalantis. She has carried the Paflion 
farther than could be readily conceiv’d: 
Her Germanicus on the Embroider'd Bugle 
Bed, naked out of the Bath :— Her Young 
and innocent Chariot , transported with the 
powerful Emotion of a juft kindling Flame, 
Jinking with Delight and Shame upon the 
Bofotu of her Lover in the Gallery of Books: 
Chevalier Tomafo dying at the Feet of 
Madam de Bedamore, and afterwards pof 
fejjing Her in that Sylvan Scene of Pleafure 
the Garden; are fuch Reprefentatives of 
Nature, that muft warm the coldeft Rea¬ 
der; it raifes high Ideas of the Digni¬ 
ty of Human Kind, and informs us that 
we have in our Compofition, wherewith 
to tafte fublime and tranfporting Joys: 
After perufing her Inchanting Defcripti- 
ons, which of us have not gone in Search 
of Raptures which fhe every where tells 
tis, as happy Mortals, we are capable 
of tailing. But have we found them, 
Chevalier , anfwer’d his Friend ? For my 
Part, I believe they are to be met with 
no where elfe but in her own Embraces. 
That is what I would experience, reply’d 
D’Aumont, if file have but half fo much 
of the Pra&ic, as the Theory, in the Way 
of Love, fhe muff certainly be a moft ac- 

compiiilfd 
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complied Perfon : You have promifed to 
tell me what you know of her Life and 
Conduct; I would have her Mind, her 
Perfon, her Manner defcrib’d. to me; I 
would have you paint her with as mafterly 
an Hand, as fhe has painted others, that I 
may know her perfectly before I fee 
her. 

IS not this being a little too particular, 
anfwer’d Sir Charles , touching the Form 
of a Lady, who is no longer young, and 
was never a Beauty t Not in the lead:, 
briskly reply’d the Chevalier, provided her 
Mind and her Paftions are not in Decay. 
What youthful Charmer of the Sex ever 
pleas’d to that Heiglit, as did Madam the 
Dutchefs of Mazarin , even to her Death; 
tho’ I am told fhe was near twice Rivella\ 
Age ? Were not all Eyes, all Hearts, de¬ 
voted to her, even to the laft ? One of the 
moft lovely Princes of the Court reduc’d 
himfelf almoft to Beggary, only, to fhare 
with others, in thofe Delights which fhe 
was capable of difpenfing r Laft Night I 
heard Mr. C — difcourfing of her Power; 
he was marry’d, as you know, to a Lady 
perfe&ly Beautiful, of the Age of Sixteen, 
who has fet a Thoufand Hearts on Fire ; 
and yet he tells you, one Night with Ma¬ 
dam Mazarin made him happier, than 
fhe whole Sex could do belides; which 

pr©- 
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pi*oceeded only (as himfelf remarks) from 
her being entirely Miftrefs of the Art of 
Love; and yet me has never given the 
World fuch Teftimonies of it, as has Ri- 
vella , by her Writings: Therefore, once 
more, my deareft Friend, as you have, by 
your own ConfelTion, been long of her in¬ 
timate Acquaintance, oblige me with as 
many Particulars relating to her Life and 
Behaviour as you can poflibly recolleft. 
By this time, the two Cavaliers were near 
one of the Benches ; upon which repofing 
themfelves, Sir Charles Lovemore , who 
perceiv’d young D'Aumont was prepar’d 
with the utmoft Attention to hearken to 
what he fhould fpeak, began his Difcourfe 
in this manner. 
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|HERE are fo many Things 
Praife, and yet Blame-worthy, 
in RiveUa's Conduft, that as 
Her Friend, I know not well 
how with a good Grace, to 
repeat, or as yours, to conceal,- becauie 
you feem to expert from me an Impar¬ 
tial Hiftory. Her Vertucs are her. own, 
rher Vices occafion’d by her Misfortunes; 
and yet as I have often heard her fay, 
If (be had leen a Man, jhe had hen 
without Fault: But the Charter of that 
-Sex being much more confin’d than ours, 
what is not a Crime in Men is fcandalous 
and unpardonable in 'Woman, as fhe her 

ielf 







8 The History 

felf has very well obferv’d in divers Pla¬ 
ces, throughout her own Writings. - 

HER Perfon is neither tall nor fhort; 
from her Youth fhe was inclin’d -to Fat; 
whence I have often heard her Flatterers 
liken her to the Grecian Venus . It is cer¬ 
tain, confidering that Difadvantage, fhe 
has the moft eafy Air that one can have ; 
her Hair is of a pale Afh-colour, fine, and 
in a large Quantity. I have heard her 
Friends lament the Difafter of her having 
had the Small-pox in fuch an injurious man¬ 
ner, being a beautiful Child before that Di- 
ftemper; but as that Difeafe has now left 
her Face, fhe has fcarce any Pretence to it. 
Few, who have only beheld her in Pub- 
lick, could be brought to like her; where¬ 
as none that became acquainted with her, 
could refrain from loving her. I have heard 
feveral Wives and Miftreffes accufe her of 
Fafcination: They would neither truft 
their Husbands, Lovers, Sons, nor Bro¬ 
thers with her Acquaintance upon Terms 
of the greateft Advantage. Speak to me 
of her Eyes, interrupted the Chevalier , 
you feem to have forgot that Index of the 
Mind ; Is there to be found in them, Store 
of thole animating Fires with which Her 
Writings are fill’d ? Do Her Eyes love as 
well as Her Pen ? You reprove me very ju- 
ftly, anfwer’d the Baronet, Rivella would 

liave 
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have a good deal of Reafon to complain of 
me, if I fhould filently pafs over tne be£fc 
Feature in her Face. In a Word, you 
have your felf defcribed them: Nothing 
can be more tender, ingenious and bril- 
lant with a Mixture fo languifhing and 
fweet, when Love is the Subject of the 
Difcourfe, that without being fevere, we 
may very well conclude, the fofter Paf- 
fions have their Predominancy in Her Soul. 

HOW are Her Teeth and Lips, fpoke 
the Chevalier ? Forgive me, dear Love- 
more, for breaking in fo often upon your 
Difcourfe *, but Rifling being the fweeteft 
leading Pleafure, ’tis impoffible a Woman 
can charm without a good Mouth. Yet, 
anfwer’d Lovemore , I have feen very great 
Beauties pleafe, as the common Witticifm 
fpeaks, in [fight of their Teeth : I do not 
find but Love in the general is well na- 
tur’d and civil, willing to compound for 
fome Defeats, fince he knows that ’tis 
very difficult and rare to find true Symme¬ 
try and all Perfections in one Perfon: 
Red Hair, Out-Mouth, thin and livid 
Lips, black broken Teeth, courfe ugly 
Hands, long Thumbs, ill form’d dirty 
Nails, flat, or very large Breafts, fplay 
Feet; which together makes a frightful 
Compofition, yet divided amongft leveral, 
prove no Allay to the ftrongeft Paffions : 

C But 
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But to do Rivella, Jnftice, till fhe grew 
fat, there was not I believe any Defeat to 
t^e found in her Body: Her Lips admi¬ 
rably colour’d; I^er Teeth fmall and even, 
a Breath always fweet; Her Complexion 
fair and frefh ; yet with all this you muft 
be us’d to her before fhe can be thought 
thoroughly agreeable. Her Hands and Arms 
have been publicity celebrated; it is certain, 
that I never faw any fp well turned : Her 
Neck and Breafts have an eftablifh’d Re¬ 
putation for Beauty and Colour Her Feet 
(mail and .pretty. Thus I have run thro’ 
whatever Cuftom fuffers to be vifible to 
us; and upon my Word, Chevalier , I ne¬ 
ver faw any of Rivella ’s hidden Charms. 

PARDON me this once, faid UAu- 
mont , and I allure you, dear Sir Charles , 

I will not haftily interrupt you again, 
What Humour is f^e of? Is her. Manner 
Gay or Serious ? Has fhe Wit in her .Con- 
verfation as well as Her Pen ? What do 
you call Wit, anfwer’d Lovemore: If by 
that Word, you mean a Succefl(ioh of fuch 
Things as can bear Repetition, even down 
to Polferity ? How few are there of fuch 
Perfons, or rather none indeed, that can be 
always witty? Rivella {peaks Tilings plea- 
fantly; her Company is entertaining to the 
laft; no Woman except one’s Mill refs wea¬ 
ries one fo little as her felf: Her Know- 
" '' ’ * ' ■ ledge ‘ 
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ledge is univerfal; file difcourfes well, and 
agreeably upon all Subje&s, bating a lit¬ 
tle AfFeftation, which nevferthelefs becomes 
her admirably well ; yet this thing is to be 
commended in her, that (lie rarely fp'eaks of 
her own Writings, unlefs when file wou’d 
exprefly ask the Judgment of her Friends, 
infomuch that I Was well pleas’d at the 
Character a certain felon gave her (who 
did not mean it much to Her Advantage) 
that one might difcourfe Seven Years toge¬ 
ther with Rivella , and never find out from 
her felf, that fhe was a Wit, or an Author. 

I H A V E one Pardon more to ask you ? ' 
cry’d the Chevalier (in a Manner that 
fully accus’d himfelf for Breach of Pro- 
mife) Is flie genteel ? She is eafy, anfwer’d 
his Friend, which is as much as can be 
expe&ed from the en lonne Point: Her 
Perfon is always nicely clean, and Her 
Garb falhionable. 

WHAT we fay in refpeft of the fair 
Sex, I find goes for little, perfu’d the Che¬ 
valier, I’ll change my Promife of Silence 
with your Leave, Sir Charles , into Corn 
ditions of interrupting you when ever I 
am more than ordinarily pleas’d with what 
you fay, and therefore do now begin with 
telling you, that I find my felf relolved to 
C 2 be 
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be in Love with Rivella. I eafily forgive 
Want of Beauty in her Face, to the 
Charms you tell me are in her Perfon : I 
hope there are no hideous Vices in her 
Mind, to deform the fair Idea you have 

f iven me of fine Hands and Arms, a 
eautiful Neck and Breaft, pretty Feet, 
and, I take it for granted, Limbs that make 
up the Symmetry of the whole. 

RIVELLA is certainly much indebt¬ 
ed, continu’d Lovemore , to a Liberal Edu¬ 
cation, and thofe early Precepts of Vertue 
taught her and praftifed in her Father’s 
Houfe. There was then fuch a Foundati¬ 
on laid, that tho’ Youth, Misfortunes, and 
Love, for feveral Years have interrupted 
fo fair a Building, yet fome Time fince, 
fhe is returned with the greateft Applicati¬ 
on to repair that Lofs and Defeat; if not 
with relation to this World (where Wo¬ 
men have found it impoflible to be reinfta- 
ted) yet of the next, which has merciful¬ 
ly told us, Mankind can commit no Crimes 
but what upon Converfion may be forgiven. 

RIVELLA?s natural Temper is haugh¬ 
ty, impatient of Contradiction: She is 
nicely tenacious of the Privilege of Her 
own Sex, in Point of what Refpect ought 
to be paid by ours to the Ladies; and as lhe 
understands good Breeding to a Punctuali¬ 
ty 
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ty, tho’ the Freedom of her Humour of¬ 
ten difpenfes with Forms , fhe will not ea- 
fily forgive what Perfon foever (hall be 
wanting in that which Cuftom has made 
her Due : Her Soul is foft and tender to 
the Affli&ed, her Tears wait upon their 
Misfortunes, and there is nothing fhe does 
not do to alfwage them. You need but 
tell her a Perfon is in Mifery to engage 
her Concern, her Purfe, and her Interell 
in their Behalf: I have often heard her 
fay, that fhe was an utter Stranger to 
what is meant by Hatred and Revenge ; 
nor was fhe ever known to perfue hers up¬ 
on any Perfon, tho’ often injured, except¬ 
ing Mr. S - le y whofe notorious Ingrati¬ 

tude and Breach of Friendihip affected her 
too far, and made her think it the higheft 
Piece of Juftice to expofe him. 

NOW I have done with her Perfon, 
I fear you will think me too particular in 
my Defcription of her Mind : But Cheva¬ 
lier there lies the intrinfick Value; ’tis that 
which either accomplifhes or deforms a 
Perfon. I will in few Words conclude 
her Character; file has lov’d Expence, 
even to being extravagant, which in a 
Woman of Fortune might more juftly have 
been term’d Generofity: She is Grateful, 
unalterable in thofe Principles of Loyalty, 
derived from her Family: A little too vain¬ 
glorious 
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glorious of thofe Perfections which have 
been afcribed to her ; (he does not however 
boaft of what Praife, or Favours, Perfons of 
Rank may have conferr’d upon her: She 
loves Truth, and has too often given her felf 
the Liberty to /peak, as well as write it. 

SHE was born in Hampjhire, in one 
of thofe Iflands, which formerly belong’d 
to France , where her Father was Gover- 
nohr; afterwards he enjoy’d the fame Poft 
in other Places in England!. He was the Se¬ 
cond Son of an Ancient Family; the better 
Part of the Eftate was ruined in the Ci¬ 
vil War by adhering to the Royal Family , 
Without ever being repair’d, or fcarce ta¬ 
ken Notice of, at the Reftoration.* The 
Governour was Brave, full of Honour, and 
a very fine Gentleman: He became a Scho¬ 
lar in the Midft of a Camp, having left 
the Univerfity at Sixteen Years of Age, to 
follow the Fortunes of K. CbarUs the Firft. 
His Temper had too much of the Stoick in 
it for the Good of his Family. After a Life 
the bell: Part fpent in Civil and foreign 
War, he began to love Eafe and Retire¬ 
ment, devoting himfelf to his Study, and 
the Charge of his little Poft, without 
ever following the Court: His great Ver- 
tue and Modefty render’d him unfit for 
folliciting fuch Perfons, by whom Prefer¬ 
ment was there to be gain’d; fo that his 
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Deferts feem’d bury’d and forgotten. In 
his Solitude he wrote feveral Tra&s for 
Ills own Amufement; his Latin Commenta¬ 
ries of the Qivil\ Wars of England, having 
pafs’d through Europe, may perhaps have 
reach’d your Notice, which is all that I 
fhall mention to you of his Writings, be- 
caufe you are unacquainted with our Eng - 
lijh State of Learning; and yet- upon re¬ 
collection, fince the Turkijh-Spy. has been 
translated into other Languages, I muft 
likewife tell you that our Governour was 
the Genuine Author of the firft Volume of 4 
that admir’d and fuccefsful Work. An 
Ingenious Phjfician, related to the Family 
by Marriage, had the Charge of looking 
over his Papers amongft which he found 
that Manufcript, winch he eafily referved 
to his proper Ufe; and both by his own 
Pen, and the afliftance of fome others, 
continu’d the Work until the Eighth Vo¬ 
lume, without ever having the Juftice to 
Name the Author of the Firft. 

V i i - • * • 

BUT this is little relating to the Ad¬ 
ventures of Rive)la, who had the Misfor- 
* tune to be Born with an indifferent Beau¬ 
ty, between two Sifters, perfectly Hand- 
fom .• and yet, as I have often thought my 
felf, and as I have heard other* fay, they 
had lefs Power over Mankind than had 
Ri vella. Maria the eld eft, was unhappily 

beftow’d 
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beftow’d in Marriage, ( at her own Re- 
queft, by her Father’s fbndnefs and af- 
fent to his Daughter’s Choice) on a Wretch 
every way unworthy of Her, of her For¬ 
tune, her Birth, her Charms or Tender- 
nefs. 

M Y Father’s Eftate lay very near Ri- 
vella's Father’s Government. I was then 
a Youth, who took a great deal of Delight 
in going to the Caftle, where Three fuch 
fair Perlons were inclofed. 

THE eldeft was now upon her Mar¬ 
riage. Cordelia the youngeft fcarce yet 
thought of. Rivella had juft reach’d the 
Age of Twelve, when I beheld the won¬ 
derful Effe&s of Love upon the Heart of 
young and innocent Perfons. I had ufed 
to pleafe my felf in talking Romantick 
Stories to her, and with furnilhing her 
with Books of that Strain. The Fair Ma¬ 
ria was fix Years elder, and above my 
Hopes; I was a meer Lad, as yet unfa- 
fhion’d; I beheld her with Admiration, 
as we do a glorious Sky; it is not yet our 
Hemifphere, nor do we think of fhining 
there. Rivella was nearer to my Age 
and Underftanding, and tho’ four Years 
younger than my felf, was the Wittieft 
Girl in the World: I would have kifs’d 
her, and embrac’d her a thoufand Times 

over, 
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over, hut had no Opportunity. Never 
any young Ladies had fo fevere an Educa¬ 
tion : They had loft their Mother when 
very young, and their Father, who had 
paft many Years abroad, during the Ex¬ 
ile of the Royal Family had brought 
into England with him all the Jealou- 
fy and Diftruft of the Spaniard and Itali¬ 
an. I have often heard Rivella regret her 
having never gone to School, as lofing the 
innocent Play and Diverfions of thole of 
her own Age. A fevere Governante , worfe 
than any Duenna , forbid all Approaches 
to the Appartment of the Fair ; as young 
as I was, I could only be admitted at 
Dinner or Supper, when our Family vifi- 
ted; but never alone: She was fond of 
Scribling: Tho’ in fq tender an Age, (he 
wrote Verfes, which confidering her Youth 
were pardonable, (ince they might very 
well be read without Difguft ; but there 
was fomething furprizing in her Letters, 
lo natural, fo fpirituous, fo (brightly, fo 
well turned, that from the fir ft to the la ft 
I muft and ever will maintain, that all 
her other Produ&ions however fucce(sr 
ful they have been, come (hort of her 
Talent in writing Letters: I have had 
Numbers of them; my Servant us’d to 
wait on her as if to bring her Books to read, 
in the Cover of which I had contrived al¬ 
ways to (end her a Note, which (he re- 
D turn’d 
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turn’d in the fame Manner. But this was 
perfect Fooling; I lov’d her, but fhe did 
not return my Paffion, yet without any 
affe&ed Coynefs, or perfonating a Hero¬ 
ine of the many Romances fhe daily read. 
RivelJa would let me know in the very 
beft Language, with a bewitching Air of 
Sincerity and Manners, that fhe was not 
really cruel, but infenfible; that I had hi¬ 
therto fail’d of infpiring her with new 
Thoughts: Since her young Heart was 
not confcious of any Alteration in my Fa¬ 
vour ; but in return to that generous Con¬ 
cern I exprefs’d for her, fhe would inftruft 
it as much as poflible to be gratefull; 
’till when my Letters, and the Pleafiire of 
writing to me again, was aDiverfion more 
to her Tafte than any fhe met with be- 
fides; and therefore would not deny her 
felf the Satisfaction of hearing from, or of 
anfwering me, as often as fhe had an Op¬ 
portunity. 

BUT all my Hopes of touching her 
Heart were fuddenly blafted. To bring 
my felf back to what I was juft now tel¬ 
ling you of the ftrange EffeCts of Love in 
youthful Hearts, I mull acquaint you that 
upon the Report of an Invafion from Hol¬ 
land, a Supply of Forces was fent to the 
Garrifon, amongft which was a Subaltern 
Officer, the molt beautiful Youth I remem¬ 
ber 
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ber to have ever feen, till I beheld the Cher 
valier D'Aumont ; Monfieur U Aumont told 
Sir Charles , with a Smile, his Compliment 
fhould not procure him a Paufe in his rela¬ 
tion, and therefore conjur’d him to proceed. 

THIS Young Fellow, purfu’d Love- 
more , had no other Pretences but thofe of 
his Perfon, to qualify him for being my 
Rival; neither of himfelf did he dream of 
becoming fuch ; he durft not prefume to 
lift up his Eyes to the Favourite Daughter 
of the Covernour ; but alas 1 hers defend¬ 
ed to fix themfelves on him: I have heard 
her declare fince, that tho’ (he had read 
fo much of Love, and that I had often 
fpoke to her of it in my Letters, yet Ihe 
was utterly ignorant of what it was, till 
fhe felt his fetal Power; nay after fhe had 
felt it, fhe fcarce guefs’d at ner Difeafe, till 
fhe found her Cure : Young Lyfander , for 
fo was my Rival call’d, knew not how to 
receive a good Fortune, which was become 
fo obvious, that even her Father and all 
the Company perceiv’d her Diftemper bet¬ 
ter than her felf: Her Eyes were continu¬ 
ally fix’d upon tliis young Warrior, fhe 
could neither eat nor fleep; fhe became 
He&ick, and had all the Symptoms of a 
dangerous Indifpofition. They caus’d her 
to be let Blood, which joyn’d to her Ab- 
ftinence from Food,made her but the weak-* 
D 2 er, 
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er, whilft her Diftemper grew more ftrong.- 
The Gentleman who had newly married 
her Sifter, was of Counfel with, the Fa¬ 
mily how to fupprefs this growing Mis¬ 
fortune; he fpoke roundly to the Touth> 
who had no Thoughts of improving the 
Opportunity, and charg’d him not to give 
in to the Follies of the young Girl; he told 
him he would fhoot him thro’ the Head 
if he attempted any thing towards footh- 
ing Rivellcds Prepofleftion, or rather Mad- 
nefs. Lyfander who was paflionately in 
Love elfewhere, eafily alfured them he had 
no Defigns upon that very young Lady, 
and would decline all Opportunities of en¬ 
tertaining her; but as the Governour* s hof- 

E itable Table made moft Perfons welcom, 
e forbore not to purfue Ills firft Invitati¬ 
on, and came often to Dinner where the 
dear little Creature faw him conftantly, 
and never removed her Eyes from his 
Face : His Voice was very good ; the 
Songs then in Vogue amorous, and fuch as 
fuited her Temper of Mind ; fhe drank 
the Poyfon both at her Ears and Eyes, 
and never took Care'to manage, or con-, 
ceal her Paflion; poftibly what fhe has 
fince told me in that Point was true, That 
She knew nbt 'what fie did, as not having 
Freewill , or the Benefit of Re fie fix ion ; nor 
couldfie confider any Thing but Lyfander, 
jho* amidfi a Croud. 

The 
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THE Govemour 'was a wife.Man, and 
forbore faying any Tiling to. the Girl, which 
rnight acquaint her with her own Diftem- 
per, much lefs caufe her to fufpecl that 
liimfelf and others, were acquainted with 
it: He carefs’d, her more than; ufual, 
Tooth’d and lamented her Indifpofition, 
propofed Change of Air toliery file fell a 
weeping, and begg’d (he might not go to 
be Tick from under his Care, for that would 
certainly break her Heart: He thpught 
gentle Methods were the heft* and there¬ 
fore order’d her Sifters, and their Gqv.er- 
nefs, to do all they could to divert, but ne- 

veflto leave her alone with young Lyfan- 

der. , ^ .. .. , . 

IN the mean Time, by the.Intereft the 
Govemour made at Court, he procured that 
Battalion to be recall’d, ana another to 
be deputed in Place of what had given 
him fo much Uneafinefs. The Day before 
their Marching Orders came ; he propofed 
playing after Dinner for an Hour or Two 
at Hazard ; moft of the Gentlemen prefent 
were willing to entertain the Govemour. 
Ljifander excufed himfelf, as having'loft 
the laft Night, all his (mall Stock at Back- 
Gammon • his little Miftrefs heard this 
with a vaft Concern; and as fhe after¬ 
wards told me, could have readily beftow’d 

upon 
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upon him all fhe had of value in the World. 
Her Father, who beheld her in a deep Ref- 
very , with her Eyes fix’d intently upon 
Lyfander, call’d her to him, and giving 
her a Key where his Money was kept, or¬ 
der’d her to fetch him a certain Sum to 

S with; fhe obey’d, but no fooner be- 
the glittering Store, ( without refle¬ 
cting on what might be the Confequence, 
Or indeed any Thing elfe but that her 
Dear Lyfander wanted Money ) than fhe 
dipt her little Hand into an Hundred 
Pound Bag full of Guineas, and drew thence 
as much as it would hold : Upon her re¬ 
turn fhe met him in the Gallery \ ( feeing 
the Company ingag’d in Play he w^s 
ftolen off, poflibly with an intent to fol¬ 
low Rivella, and have a Moment to fpeak 
to her in without WitnefTes; for the Re¬ 
gards he gave her from his Eyes, when 
he durft encounter Hers, fpoke him wil¬ 
ing to be Grateful) She bid hirn hold out 
his Hat and fay nothing, then throwing 
in the Spoil, fhe briskly pafs’d on to the 
Company, brought her Father the Money 
he wanted ; return’d him the Key, and fet 
her felf down to overlook the Gamefters, 

THIS Story I have had from her felf, by 
which A&ion fhe was fince convinc’d of 
theGreatnefs of her Prepoffeflion, being 
perfe&ly Juft by Nature, Principle, and 

Edu- 
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Education, nothing but Love, and that in 
a high degree could have made her other- 
wife. The Awe fhe was in of her Fa¬ 
ther was fo great, that upon the higheft 
Emergency fhe would not, durft not have 
wrong’d him of a fingle Shilling. Whe¬ 
ther the Governour never mifs’d thofe Gui¬ 
neas, as having always a great deal of Mo¬ 
ney by him for the Garrifon’s Subfiftence; 
or that he was too wife to fpeak of a 
Thing that would have refle&ed upon his 
Daughter’s Credit; Rivetla was fo Hap¬ 
py as to hear no more of it ? 

MEAN time my Affair went on but 
Ill; She anfwer’d none of my Letters, nay 
forgot to read them ; when I came to vi- 
fit her, (he fhew’d me a Pocket full which 
fhe had never open’d; this vex’d me ex- 
ceflively, and the more, when fhe fuffer’d 
me with extream Indifference to take them 
again: I would have known the Reafon 
of this Alteration; fhe cou’d not account 
for it, fo that I left her with outward 
Rage, but inwardly my Heart was more 
her Slave than before : Whether it be the 
vile and fordid Nature of the God of 
Love to make us moftly doat upon un¬ 
generous Ufage, and at other Times to 
caufe us to return with equal Ingratitude 
the Kindnefs we meet from others. 


THE 
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THE next Day I ingag’d my Sifter to 
make a Vifit to the Caftle; we took the 
Cool of the Morning, {he was intimate 
with Maria before her Marriage, and fuf- 
fer’d her felf to be persuaded to let me 
wait on her; we were drinking Chocolate 
at the Goverfiour's Toilet, where Rivella 
and her Sifters attended; when the Drums 
beat a loud Alarm, we were prefently told 
we fliould fee a very fine Sight, the New 
Forces march in, and the Old ones out, if 
they can properly be call’d fo, that had not 
been there above Eighteen Days; at the 
News my Miftrefs, who had heard no¬ 
thing of it before, began to turn pale as 
Death ; {he ran to her Papa, and falling 
upon his Bofom. wept and fob’d withfuch 
Vehemence, that he apprehended {he was 
falling into Hyfterick Fits. Her Father 
fent for their Governefs to carry her to her 
Bed-Chamber, but {he hung upon him in 
filch a Manner, that without doing her a 
great deal of Violence, they could not re¬ 
move her thence. I ran to her Affiftance 
with a Wonder great as my Concern, but 
fhe more particularly rejected my Touches, 
and all that I could fay for her Confo- 
lation. 

MEAN time the Commander in chief, 
followed by moft of his Officers (amongft 

which 
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which the lovely L) funder appeared with 
a languishing Air full of Difappointment, 
which yet added to his Beauty) came up 
to the Givernom and told him his Men 
were all under Arms and ready to march 
forth, whenever he pleas’d to give the Word 
of Command. At the fame Time entred 
another Gentleman equally attended,whom 
the Governour ftept forth to welcome: He 
allured him the Forces that obey’d him were 
all drawn up upon the Counterfcarp, and 
thought themfelves happy, more particu¬ 
larly himfelf, to have the good Fortune of 
being quarter’d where a Perfon of fuch 
Honour and Humanity was Governour . 

T O conclude, poor Rivella fell from 
one Fainting into another without the leall 
immodeft Exprelhon, Glance or Difcovery 
of what had occalion’d her Fright: She 
was remov’d, and we had the Satisfa&ion 
of feeing the military Change of Forces, 
and poor Lyjdnder depart without ever be¬ 
holding his' Miftrefs more. 

METHINKS, Monfieur le Chevalier , 
continu’d Love more , I am too fond of 
fuch Particularities as made up the hr It 
Scene of my Unhappinefs: I call it fo, 
when I remember how dangeroufly ill that 
poor Girl grew, and how my Soul fickned 
at her Danger. What avails it to renew 
Daft Pains or Pleafures ? Rivella recover’d, 
E and 
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and begg’d fhe might be remov’d for fome 
Time to any other Place, which would 
perhaps better agree with her than the 
Air wherein I breath’d. In a Word, with¬ 
out ever having been belov’d, my Im¬ 
portunities now caufed me to be for fome 
Time even hated by Her. 

THE Lady had a younger Brother who 
was penfion’d at a Hugenot Minifter’s 
Houfe on the other Side of the Sea and 
Country, about eighteen Miles farther 
from London , a Solitude rude and barba¬ 
rous : Rivella begg’d to be fent thither, 
that file might improve Time, and learn 
French: She would not have any Servant 
with her for fear of talking Englijh ; nor 
would fhe ever fpeak to her Brother in 
that Language: What fhall I fay, fo in¬ 
credible was her Application, tho’ fhe had 
a Relapfe of her former Diftemper, that 
, in three Months Time file was intruded 
fo far as to read, fpeak and write French 
with a Perfedion truly wonderful; info- 
much that when her Father came to take 
her home, finding the Air had very much 
impair’d her Health, the good Minifter> 
her Mailer, who was a learned and mo- 
deft Perfon, begg’d the Governour to leave 
Mademoifelle with him, and he would en¬ 
gage in twelve Months, counting from the 
'Flme ihe firft came, to make her Miftrefs 

Of 
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of thofe Four Languages of which he 
was Maher, viz. Latin , French, Sfanijh 
and Italian. 

(THE next Day‘after her Return, I 
came to pay my Duty to her, and wel¬ 
come her back; fhe was lefs averfe, but 
not more tender: The Refpeft I had for 
her, made me forbear to reproach her 
with the Paftion fhe had fhewn for Ly- 
fander ; my Sifters tattling with her Sifters, 
had gain’d the Secret, and very little to 
my Eafe imparted the Confidence to me: 
We began an Habit of Friendfhip on her 
Side, tho’ on mine it never ceafed to be 
Love: And I may very truly tell you, 
Chevalier , that fuch was the Effect of that 
early Difappointment, as has for ever hin¬ 
der’d me from knowing the true Pleafures 
of Paftion, becaufe I have never felt a 
Concern for any other Woman, compara¬ 
ble to what I felt for Rivella. 

AFTER this fhort Abfence, I found 
my felf condemn’d to a more lafting one : 
My Father defign’d to fend me abroad 
with an Intent that I might fpend fome 
Years in my Travel. At the fame Time j 
Rivella had the Promife of the next Va- \ 
cancy for Maid of Honour to the Queen : 

I congratulated her good Fortune, ac¬ 
quainting her with my ill Fortune in being 
condemn’d to feparate my felf from her. 

E 2 Tho’ 
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Tho’ I was never happy in her Love, yet 
I was jealous of lofing her Friendfhip, a- 
midft the Diverfions of a Court, and the 
Dangers of Ablence : .Who does not know 
the ^Fervency of our early Pafhons ? I 
begg’d to fecure her to me, by a Marriage 
unknown to our Parents, but I could not 
prevail with her; fhe fear’d to difpleafe her 
Father, and I durft not ask the Confent of 
mine: I had flatter’d my felf that it was 
much eafier to gain their Pardon than pro¬ 
cure their Approbation, becaufe we were 
both fo young: But Rivella was immove¬ 
able, notwithstanding all I could fay to 
her. How often for her Sake, have I la¬ 
mented her Difdain, and little Forefight, 
for refufing to marry me, which had fhe 
agreed to, all thofe Misfortunes that have 
fince attended her, in Point of Honour 
and the World’s Opinion, had probably 
been prevented, * which Shews there is 
fomething in what the vulgar conceive, 
of its being once in our Lives in our own 
Power to make or ajjift our Fortune. 

I departed for Italy ; the Abdication im¬ 
mediately came on, the Queen was gone 
to France , and Rivella thereby difappoint- 
ed of. going to Court. Her Father was 
•what he term’d himfelf, truly loyal; he laid 
dqwn his Command and retired with his 
^Family, to a private Life, and a fmall 

Country- 
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Country-Houfe, where the Misfortunes of 
his Royal Mafter funk fo deep into his 
Thoughts, that he dy’d foon after, in mor¬ 
tal Apprehenfion of what would befall 
his unhappy Country. 

HERE begins Rivella > s real ’Misfor¬ 
tunes; it would be well for her, that I 
could fay here fhe dy’d with Honour, as 
did her Father : I muft refer you to her 
own Story, under the Name of Delia , 
in the Atalantis , for the next Four refe¬ 
rable Years of her Life: My felf did not 
return from Travel in three Years : My 
Father was alfo dead, and left me a fair 
Eftate without any Incumbrance ; my 
Sifter having been married fome time be¬ 
fore. I heard this News when I was upon 
my return, refolving to offer Rivella my 
whole Fortune, as fhe was already poffeffed 
of my Heart: Abfence, nor the Conven¬ 
tion of other Women had not fupplanted 
her in my Efteem. When I thought of 
her Genius and fprightly Wit, Compan¬ 
ion indear’d her to me the more; but I 
was extreamly griev’d and difappointed, 
when I learn’d her ruin. I will not tell you 
how much I was touch’d with it. I fought 
her out with Obftinacy ; but could not tell 
where to meet her : I was almoft a Year 
in the Search, and then gave it over ; till 
one Night I happen’d to call in at Madam 
Mazarm\ where I faw Rivella introduc’d 



go The History 

by HU aria, a Royal Miftrefs of one of our 
preceding Kings. 1 Ihook my Head in be¬ 
holding her in fuch Company. I was fo 
much improv’d by Travelling, that, asfhe 
told me afterwards, She did not know me 
’till I had fpoken to her: I could not fay 
the fame thing of her. She was much im¬ 
pair’d ; her fprightly Air, in which lay her 
greatefr Charm, was turn’d into a languifh- 
ing Melancholy ; the white of her Skin, 
degenerated into a yellowifh Hue, occa- 
fion’d by her Misfortunes, and three Years 
Solitude ; tho’ quickly after fhe recover’d 
both her Air and her Complexion. 

HOW confus’d and abafh’d (he was 
at my addrefling to her ! The Freedom of 
the Place gave me Opportunity to fay what 
I pleas’d to her: She was not one of the 
Gamefters, but begg’d me I would be 
pleas’d to retire, and fpare her the Shame of 
an Eclair cifmcnt in a Place no way proper 
for fuch an Affeir. I obey’d, and accepted 
the Offer fhe made me of flipping with her 
at Hilaries Houfe, where at prefent fhe 
was lodg’d ; that Lady having feldom the 
Power of returning home from Play before 
Morning, unlefs upon a very ill Run, when 
fhe chanced to lofe her Money fooner than 
ordinary. 


NE- 
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NEVER was there a more defolate 
Meeting than between my felf and Rivella: 
She told me all her Misfortunes with an 
Air fo perfectly ingenuous, that, if fomp 
Part of the World who were not acquainted 
with her Vertue, ridicul’d her Marriage, 
and the Villany of her Kinfman • I, who 
knew her Sincerity, could not help believing 
all fhe faid. My Tears were Witnefles of 
my Grief;. it was not in my Power to fay 
any thing to lelfen her’s: I therefore left: 
her abruptly, without being able to eat or 
drink any thing with her for that Night. 

TIME, which allays all ourPaffions, 
lelTen’d the Sorrow I felt for Rivella ’s Ruin, 
and even made me an Advocate to alfwage 
hers: The Diverfions of the Houfe fhe 
was in were dangerous Reftoratives : Her 
Wit, and Gaity of Temper return’d, but 
not her Innocence. 

HIL ARIA had met with Rivella in 
her folitary Manfion, vifiting a Lady who 
liv’d next Door to the poor Reclufe. She 
was the only Perfbn that in three Years Ri¬ 
vella had convers’d with, and that but 
fince her Husband was gone into the Coun¬ 
try : Her Story was quickly known. Hila- 
ria> paflionately fond of new Faces, of 
which Sex foever, us’d a thoufand Argu¬ 
ments 
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ments to diffuade her from wearing away 
her Bloom in Grief and Solitude. She read 
her a learned Lecture upon the Ill-nature 
of the World, that wou’d never reftore a 
Woman’s Reputation, how innocent foever 
fhe really Were, if Appearances prov’d to 
be againft her; therefore (he gave her Ad¬ 
vice, which fhe did not difdain to Praftife , 
the Englifh of which was, To make her felf 
as happy as fhe could without valuing or re¬ 
gretting thofe , by whom it was impojfible to 
J>e valu'd. J ■: a 

THE Lady, at whofe Houfe Rivella 
firft became acquainted with Hilaria , per¬ 
ceiv’d her Indifcretion in bringing them to¬ 
gether. The Love of Novelty, as ufual, 
lb far prevail’d, that herfelf was imme¬ 
diately difcarded, and Rivella perfwaded 
to take up her Refidence near Hilar ia*s; 
which made her lb inveterate an Enemy 
to Rivella , that the firft great Blow If ruck 
againft her Reputation, proceeded from 
that Woman’s malicious Tongue : She 
was not contented to tell all Perfons, who 
began to know and efteem Rivella , that 
her Marriage was a Cheat, but even fent 
Letters by the Penny-Poft to make Hilaria 
jealous of Rivella*s Youth, in refpefl: of him 
who at that time happen’d to be her Fa¬ 
vourite. 

R /- 
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RIF ELL A has often told me, That 
from Hilaria fhe receiv’d the firft ill Im- 
preflions of Count Fortunatus , touching his 
Ingratitude, Immorality, and Avarice; 
being her felf an Eye-Witnefs when he de- 
ny’d Hilaria ( who had given him Thou- 
fands) the common Civility of lending her 
Twenty Guineas at BajJ'et; which, toge¬ 
ther with betraying his Mafter, and rai- 
fing himfelf by his Sifter’s Difhonour, fhe 
had always efteem’d a juft and flaming Sub« 
jedl for Satire. 

R IVE LL A had now reign’d fix 
Months in Hilaria's Favour, an Age to 
one of her inconftant Temper ; when that 
Lady found out a new Face to whom the 
old muft give Place, and fuch a one, of 
whom fhe could not juftly' have any Jea- 
loufie in point of Youth or Agreeablenefs ; 
the Perfon I fpeak of, was a Kitchin-maid 
married to her Mafter, who had been re¬ 
fug’d with King James in France. Hedy’d, 
and left her what he had, which was quick¬ 
ly fquander’d at Play; but fhe gain’d Expe¬ 
rience enough by it to make Gaming her . 
Livelihood, and return’d into England with 
the monftrous Affe&ation of calling her 
felf a French-woman ; her Dialedt being 
thence-forward nothing but a fort of bro¬ 
ken Englijh : This paffed upon the Town, 
F be- 
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becaufe her Original was fo obfcure, that 
tli^y were unacquainted with. it. She ge¬ 
nerally ply’d at Madam Mazarines -,Baj]et- 
Tablq, and was alfo of ufe to her in. Affairs 
of Pleafure * but whether that Lady grew 
weary of her Impertinence, and ftrange ri¬ 
diculous Airs, or that file thought Hilaria 
might prove a better Bubble ; fhe profited 
of the Advajices that were mfcde> her, and 
accepted of an Invitation to corpe and take 
up her Lodging at Hilaries Houfe> where 
in a few Months fhe repay’d the Civility 
that had beenfhewn her, by clapping yp 
a clandeftine Match between her Patro- 
nefs’s eldefl: Son, a Perfon tho’ of weak In¬ 
tellects, yet of great Confideration, and a 
young Lady of little or no Fortune. 

r 4 ' . I . . 

BU T to retui;n to Rivella. Hilaria 
was tir’d, and refolv’d to take the firft Op¬ 
portunity to be rude to her; She knew her 
Spirit would not eafily forgive any Point 
of Incivility or DifrefpeCt. 

; , *. • r ' , • 

H1LARIA wasj Querilous , Fierce , 
Loquacious , excefiively fond, orinfamoufly 
rude: When fhe was difgufted with any 
Perfon, fhe never fail’d to reproach them 
with all the Bitternefs and Wit fhe was 
Miftrefs of, with fuch Malice and Ill-na¬ 
ture, that fhe was hated not only by all 
the World, but by her own Children and 

Fa- 
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Family; not one of her Servants, but what 
would have laugh’d to fee her lie dead a- 
mongft them, how affecting foever fuch 
Obje&s are in any other Cafe. The Ex- 
treams of Prodigality , and Covet onfnefs; 
of Love and Hatred \ of Dotage and A- 
verfiony were joyn’d together in Hilaries 
Soul. 

R IF EL LA may well call it her fe- 
cond great Misfortune to have been ac¬ 
quainted with that Lady, who, toexcufe 
her own Inconftancy, always blafted the 
Character of thofe whom fhe was grown 
weary of, as if by Slander and Scandal, fhe 
COuld tak$ the Odium from her {elf^ and 
fix it upon others. • -' 

... - \ • • • • ' • •: 

SOME few Days before Hilaria was 
refolved to part with Rivella , to make 
Room for the Perfon who was to fucceed 
her; fhe pretended a more than ordinary 
Paflion, caufed her to quit her Lodgings 
to come and take part of her own Bed. 
Rivella attributed this Feint of Kindnefs to 
the Lady’s Fears, left fhe fhould fee the 
Man Hilaria was in Love with, at more 
Eafe in 'her own Houfe than when file was 
in hers ; tho’ that beloved Perfon had al¬ 
ways a Hatred and Diftruft of Rivella . 
fie kept a Miftrefs in the* next Street, in 
as much Grandeur as his Lady : He fear’d 

n_ _ 
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flie would come to the Knowledge of it by 
this new and young Favourite, whofe Birth 
and Temper put her above the Hopes of 
bringing her into his Intereft, as he took 
care all others fhould be that approached 
Hilar ia. Herefolved, how dishonourable 
foever the Procedure were, to ruin Rivella , 
for fear {he fliould ruin him ; and there¬ 
fore toldhis Lady fhe had made Advances 
to him, which for her LadyfhipY fake he 
had rejected; this agreed with the unknown 
Intelligence that had been fent by die Pen- 
ny-Poft ; but becaufe fhe was not yet pro¬ 
vided with any Lady that would be her 
Favourite in Rivella !s Place; fhe took no 
notice of her Fears, but politickly chofe to 
give her a great and lovely Amufement; 
it was with one of her own Sons, whom 
{he carefs’d more than ufual to draw him 
oftner to her Houfe, leaving them alone to¬ 
gether upon fuch plaufible Pretences, as 
feem’d the Effeft: of Accident not Defign : 
What might have proceeded from fo dan¬ 
gerous a Temptation, I dare not prefume 
to determine, becaufe Hilaria and RivelWs 
Friendfhip immediately broke oft upon the 
AfTurance the former had receiv’d from the 
broken French-woman, that fhe would come 
and fupply her Place. 

THE laft Day fhe was at Hilaries 
Houfe, juft a? they fat down to Dinner, 

Ri- 
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Rivella was told that her Sifter Maria’s 
Husband was fallen into great Diftrefs, 
which fo fenfibly affe&ed her, that fhe 
could eat nothing; fhe fent Word to a 
Friend, who could give her an Account 
of the whole Matter, that fhe would wait 
upon her at Six a Clock at Night, refol- 
ving not to lofe that Poft, if it were true 
that her Sifter was in Misfortune, with¬ 
out fending her fome Relief. After Din¬ 
ner feveral Ladies came in to Cards; Hi¬ 
lar ia ask’d Rivella to play ; fhe begg’d 
Her Ladyfhip’s Excufe, becaufe fhe had 
Bufinefs at Six a Clock ; they perfuaded 
her to play for Two Hours, which accor¬ 
dingly fhe did, and then had a Coach fent 
for and return’d not till Eight: She had 
been inform’d abroad that Matters were 
very well compos’d touching her Sifter’s 
Affairs, which extreamly lightned her 
Heart; fhe came back in a very good Hu¬ 
mour, and very hungry, which flie told 
Hilaria , who, with Leave of the firft 
Dutchefs in England that was then at Play, 
order’d Supper to be immediately got rea¬ 
dy, for that her dear Rivella had eat no¬ 
thing all Day: As foon as they were fet to 
Table, Rivella repeated thofe Words again, 
that fhe was very hungry; Hilaria told her, 
fhe was glad of it, There were fome Things 
which got one a good Stomach: Rivella 
ask’d her Lady (hip what thofe things were ? 

Hilaria 
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Hilaria anfwer’d , c Don’t you know what ? 
4 That which you have been doing with 
my tr—— [and named her own Son,] 
4 Nay, don’t blufh Rivella ; ’twas doubt- 
4 lefs an Appointment, I faw him to Day 
4 kifs you as he lead you thro’ the dark 
4 Drawing-Room; down to Dinner. Your 
4 Ladyfbip may have feen him attempt it, 
4 anfwer’d Rivella , [perfe&ly frighted 
.with her Words,] 4 and feen me refuie the 
4 Honour :> But why [reply’d Hilaria] did 
4 you go out in a Hackney-Coach, with- 
4 out a Servant ?, Becaufe [fays Rivella ] 

4 my Vifit lay a great Way off, too far 

5 for your Ladyfhip’s Chairmen to go : It 
4 rain’d, and does ftill rain extreamly; I 
4 was tender of your Ladyfhip’s Horfes 
4 this cold wet Night; both the Footmen 
4 were gone on Errands ; I ask’d below 
4 for one of them, I was too well Man- 
4 ner’d to take the Black, and leave none 
4 to attend your Ladyfhip; efpeciallv when 
4 my Lady Dutchefs was here: Befides, 
, 4 your own Porter paid the Coachman, 
4 which Was the fame I carried out with 
4 me; he. was forc’d to wait fome Time at 
f the Gate, till a Guinea could be chang’d, 
4 becaufe I had no Silver; I beg all this 
/ good Company to judge, whether any 
4 Woman-would be fo indrfcreet, knowing 
4 very, well, as I do, that I have one Friend 
4 in this Hxmfe, that would not fail ex- 

4 amining 
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i amining the Coachman where he had 
carried me, if it were but in hopes of 
4 doing me a Prejudice with the World 
and, your Ladyfhip.’ 

. 

i THE Truth is, Hilaria was always* 
fuperftitious kt Play ; fhe won whilftft/- 
vetla was there, and would not have her- 
removed from the Place fhe was in, thinks 
big fhe brought her good Luck: After fhe 
was gone, her Luck turn’d; fo that before 
Rivella came back, Hilaria had loft above 
two hundred Guineas, which put her in¬ 
to a Humour to expofe Rivella in the Man¬ 
ner. you have Heardwhu briskly rofe up 
from Table without eating any Tiling,, 
begging her Ladyfhip’s !Leaye to retire, 
whom fhe knew to be fo greatia Miftrefs- 
of Senfe, as well as of good Manners, that 
fhe ; would never have affronted any Per- 
fori at .her own Table, but one whofn fhe 
held unworthy of the HonourI of. fitting, 
there. 

.. /■!;/ t t;-::: 

NEXT Morning file wrote ai Note to 
Hilaria 's Son, to defire the. Favour of 
feeing him; he accordingly obey’d': Ri¬ 
vella defir’d him to acquaint my Lady 
where he was laft Night, from Six till 
Eight; he told her at the Play in the 
fide Box with the Duke of--— whom he 
would bring to juftify what lie laid: I 

chanc’d 
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chanc’d to come in to drink Tea with the 
Ladies; Rivella told me her Diftrefs; I 
was movM at it, and the more, becaufe 
I had been myfelf at the Play, and faw 
the Perfon for whom fhe was accus’d, fet 
the Play out: In a Word Rivella waited 
till Hilaria was vifible, and then went 
to take her Leave of her with fuch an Air 
of Refentment, Innocence, yet good Man¬ 
ners, as quite confounded the haughty Hi¬ 
laria. 

FROM that Day forwards file never 
faw her more*, too happy indeed if fhe 
had never feen her: All the World was 
fond of Rivella , and enquiring for her of 
Hilaria fhe could make no other Excufe 
for her own abominable Temper, and de- 
teftable Inconstancy, but that fhe was run 

away with-her Son, and probably 

would not have the A (Tu ranee ever to 
appear at her Houfe again. 

B U T I who knew Rivella\ Innocen- 
cy, beg’d fhe wou’d retire to my Seat in 
the Country, where fhe might be fure to 
command with the fame Powei* as if it 
were her own, as in effect it muff be, 
fince my felf was fo devoted to her Service: 
I made her this Offer becaufe it could no 
longer do her an Injury in the Opinion of 
the World which was fufficiently preju¬ 
dic’d againft her already ; fhe excus’d her 
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felf, upon telling pie fhe muft firft be in 
Love with a Man before fhe thought fit 
to refide with him; which was not my 
Cafe, tho’ fhe had never fail’d in Refpeft, 
Efteem and Friendfhip for me. She told 
me her Love of Solitude was improved by 
her Pifguft of the World; and fince it was 
impoflible for her to he publick with Re¬ 
putation, fhe was reviv’d to remain in it 
conceal’d ; She was forry that the War hin¬ 
der’d her to go to France , where fhe had 
a very great Inclination to pals her Days; 
but fince that could not be help’d, fhe laid 
her Defign was to wafte moft of her 
Time in England in Places where (he was 
unknown. To be Ihort, fhe fpent Two I 
Years in this Arnufement; in all that Time 
never making her lelf acquainted at any 
Place where fhe liv’d. ’Twas in this Soli¬ 
tude, that fhe compos’d her firft Tragedy, 
which was much more famous for the Lan¬ 
guage, Fire and Tendernefs than the Con¬ 
duct. Mrs. Barry diftinguifih’d her felf as 
much as in any Part that ever fhe play’d. 

I have fince often heard Rivella laugh and 
wonder that a Man of Mr. Betterton's 
grave Senfe and Judgment fhould think 
w ell enough of the Productions of a Wo¬ 
man of Eighteen, to bring jt upon the 
Stage in fo handlom a Manner as he did, 
when her felf could hardly now bear the 
reading of it. 

G BE- 
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BEHOLD another wrong Step to¬ 
wards ruining Rivelld* s Character with 
the World ; the Incenfe that was daily 
offer’d her upon this Occafion from the 
Men of Vogue and Wit: Her Appartment 
was daily crouded with them. There is 
a Copy of Verfes printed before her Play, 
faid to be writ by a great Hand, which 
they agreed to make their common To- 
pick when they would addrefs to her. 
have heard them fo often recited, that 
I ftill remember them, which are thus 
in Englijh. If you don’t thorougly un¬ 
derhand it, I’ll give you the Words in . 
french. 

What,! all our Sex in one fad Hour un--\ 

(done? 

Loft are our Arts,our Learningyur Renown y J. 

Since Nature*s Tide of Wit came roulling I 

(down: j 

Kjen were your Eyes we knew, andfure 
(their Darts ' y 

Fire to our Soul they fend\ and Pajfion to 
(our Hearts ! 

Needlefs was an Addition to fuch Arms 7 

When all Ma?ikind were Vajfals to your 

(Charms: 

That 
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That Hand hut feen , gives Wonder and De- 

(fire, 

Snow to the Sight , hit with its Touches 

(Fire! 

Who fees thy Yielding Queen, and would~ 

(not he 

On any Terms the bleft, the happy He ; f 

Entranc’d we fancy all his Extafie. J 

Quote Ovid now no more ye amorous 

( Swains , 

Delia than Ovid has more moving Strains. 

Nature in Her alone exceeds all Art ; 

And Nature fare does neareft touch the 

(Heart. 

Oh! might I call the bright Difcoverer mine , 

The whole fair Sex unenvfd Vd rejign ; 

Give all my happy Hours to Delia’s-* 

(i Charms , 

She who by writing thus our Wipes warms , - 

What Worlds of Love muft circle in her | 

(Arms fj 

I had ftill fb much Concern for Rivella , 
thai I pitied her Conduct, which I faw 
G % muft 



muft infallibly center in her Ruin: There 
was no Language approached her Ear but 
Flattery and Perfuafion to Delight and 
Love, The Cafuifts told her a Woman of 
her Wit had the Privilege of the other 
Sex, fines all Things were pardonable to 
a Lady who could fo well give Laws to 
others , ytt was not obliged to keep them 
her [elf. Her Vanity was now at the 
Height, fo was her Gaiety and good Hu¬ 
mour, efpecially at Meat, (he underftood 
good Living, and indulged her felf in it: 
Rivella never drank but at Meals, but 
then it was no way loft upon her, for 
her Wit was never fo fparkling as when 
{he was pleas’d with her Wine. I could 
not keep away from her Houfe, yet was 
ftark mad to fee her delighted with every 
Fop, who flatter’d her Vanity: I us’d to 
take the Privilege of long Acquaintance and 
Efteem to correct her iilTaft,and the wrong 
Turn fhe gave her Judgment in admitting 
Adulation from fuch Wretches as many of 
them 'were; tho’ indeed feveral Perfons of 
very good Senfe allow’d Ri veil ah Merit, 
and afforded her the Honour of their Con- 
verfation and Efteem: She look’d upon all I 
faid with an evil Eye ; believing there was 
ftill Jealoufy at the Bottom, She did not 
think fit to correft a Conduct which fhe 
call’d^ very innocent, for me whofe Pafli- 
pn fhe had never valu’d: I ftill preach’d, 
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and fhe Ml went on in her own Way, 
without any Regard to my Do&rine, till 
Experience gave heir enough of her Indis¬ 
cretion. 

A certain Gentleman, who was a very 
great Scholar and Mafter of abundance of 
Senfe and Judgment, at her own Requeft, 
brought to her Acquaintance one Sir Peter 
Vainlove , intending to do her Service as 
to her Defign of writing for the Theater, 
that Perfon having then Intereft enough 
to introduce upon one Stage whatever 
Pieces he pleas’d : This Knight had a ve¬ 
ry good Face, but his Body Was grown fat: 
He was naturally fhort, and his Legs being 
What they call fomewhat bandy, he wais 
advis’d to wear his Cloaths very long, to 
help conceal that DefeQ:; infomuch that 
his Drefs made him look fhorter than he 
was: He was following a handfom Lady 
in the Mall , after a World of Courtfhip, 
and begging her in vain to let him know 
where fhe liv’d; feeing fhe was prepared 
to leave the Park he renew’d his Efforts, 
offering to go down upon his Knees to 
her, to have her grant his Requeft ; the 
Lady turn’d gravely upon him, and told 
him file thought, he had leen ufon his 
Kjiees all this Time: The Knight cpnfci- 
pus of his. duck Legs and long Coat, re¬ 
tired in the greateft Confufion, notwith¬ 
standing his natural and acquired Affu- 

tance f 
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ranee. Sit* Peter was fuppofed to be to¬ 
wards Fifty when he became acquaint¬ 
ed with Rivella , and his Conftitution 
broken by thofe Exceffes, of which in his 
Youth he had been guilty: He was Mar¬ 
ried young to a Lady of Worth and Ho¬ 
nour, who brought him a very large 
Joynture; never any Woman better de- 
ferved the Chara&erof a good Wife, be¬ 
ing univerfally obliging to all her Hus¬ 
band’s Humours ; the great Love fhe had 
for him, together with her own Sweet- 
nefs of Temper, made him infinitely eafy 
at Home; but he was deteftably vain,, 
and lov’d to be. thought in the Favour 
Of the Fair, which was indeed his only 
Fault, for he had a great deal of Wit and 
good Nature ; but fure no Youth of 
Twenty had fo vaft a Foible for being 
admired. He wrote very pretty welE 
turned Billet-deuxs ; he was not at all 
fparing of his Letters when he met a Wo¬ 
man that had any Knack that Way : Ru 
vella was much to Ills Tafte, fo that pre- 
fently there grew the greateft Intimacy in 
the World between them; but becaufe 
he found (he was a Woman of Fire, more 
than perhaps he could anfwer, he was re- 
folved to deftroy any Hopes fhe might 
have of a nearer Correfpondence than 
would conveniently fuit with his prefent 
Circumftances, by telling her his Heart 

was 
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was already prepoflefs’d. This ferved hiin 
to a double Purpofe, firft , To let her 
' know that he was reciprocally admired: 
And Secondly , That no great things were 
to be expe&ed from a Perfon who was en¬ 
gaged, or rather devoted to another. He 
made Rivella an entire Confident of his A- 
mour, naming fine Mrs. Settee , then of the 
City, at the Head of her Six tall Daughters, 
not half fo beautiful as their Mother : This 
Affair had fubfifted Ten Years, according 
to the Knight’s own Account. The Lady 
had begun it her felf (falling in Love with 
him at the Temple-Revels) by Letters of 
Admiration to him • after fome Time, cor- 
refponding by amorous high-flown Billets, 
fhe granted a Meeting, but was three 
Years before fhe would let him know who 
fhe was, tho’ there were moft Liberties 
but that of the Face allow’d. Afterwards 
they met without any of that Referve: 
It coft the Knight according to his own 
Report three Hundred Pounds a Year (be- 
fides two Thoufand Pounds worth of Jew¬ 
els prefented at Times) to fee her but once 
a Week, and give her a Supper: He ma¬ 
naged this Matter fo much to his own vain 
falle Reputation, that it was become a 
Proverb aniongft his Friends, Oh *tis Fri¬ 
day Night , you mufl not exfetf to fee 
Sir Peter 1 He put a Relation of his own 
into a Houfe, and maintain’d her there, 
1 - only 
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only for the Conveniency of meeting his 
Miftrefs. This Creature in fbme Time 
proving very Mercenary, and the Knight 
unwilling to be impos’d upon, fhe dogg’d 
the Lady home, and found out who fhe 
was; when once fhe had got the Secret, 
fhe made Sir Peter pay what Price fhe 
pleas’d for her keeping it; not that his 
Vamt)' was at all difpleas’d at the Town’s 
knowing his good Fortune, for he pri¬ 
vately boafted himfelf of it to his Friends, 
but this Baggage threatned to fend the 
Husband and his own Lady News of their 
Amour. 

BEHOLD what a fine Perfon RiveU 
la chofe to fool away her Reputation with: 
I am fatisfy’d that fhe was provoked at 
the Confidence he put in her, and thought 
her felf piqued in Honour and Charms to 
take him from his real Miftrefs: She was 
continually bringing in the Lady’s Age, 
in Excufe of which the Knight often faid, 
Settee was one of thofe lafling Beauties 
that would have Lovers at Fourfcore ; he 
often admir’d the Delicacy of her Tafte, 
upon which Rivella was ready to burft with 
Spleen, becaufe fhe would not permit her 
Husband any Favours after fhe was once 
engaged with his Worfrip, her Conduft 
and nice Reafoning forcing the good plain 
Man to be contented with feparate Beds. 

Sir 
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Sir Veter was however exactly fcrupulous 
in doing Juftice to the Lady’s Honour; 
protefting that himfelf had never had the 
Laft Favour , tho’ fhe Lov’d him to Di- 
ftra&ion, for fear of Confequences \ yet 
fhe never fcrupled to oblige him fo far, 
as to undrefs and go even into the naked 
Bed with him once every Week, Where 
they found a way to pleafe themfelves as 
well as they could. 

RIF ELL A was wild at being always 
entertain’d with another Woman’s Charms. 
Vainlove ufed to fliow her Mrs. Settee's 
Letters, which were generally as long as 
a Taylor’s Bill, fluff'd with the faux Bril- 
lant ; which yet fed the Knight’s Vanity, 
and almoft Intoxicated his Brain. He 
had found an agreeable Way of enter¬ 
taining himfelf near Rivella , by talk¬ 
ing inceffantly of his Miftrefs; he did 
not pafs a Day without vifiting and 
Blowing her fome of her Billet-deuxs. 
Mean time he was fo afliduous near Ri¬ 
vella , that Mrs. Settee took the Alarm. 
He always fat behind her in the Box at 
the Play, led her to her Chair, walk’d 
with her in the Park , introduced her to 
his Lady’s Acquaintance, and omitted no 
fort of Opportunity to be ever in her 
Company. Rivella put on all her Arts to 
ingage him effeftually, tho’ fhe would 
H never 
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never hear that fhe had any fuch Defign; 
but what elfe could fhe mean by a Song 
which I am going to repeat to you, made 
upon the Knight’s dropping a Letter in her 
Chamber, writ by his darling Miifrefs, 
wherein fhe complain’d of his Pallion for 
'Rivella ? It began thus; It is in vain you 
tell me that I am worjhip'd and ador'd when 
you do things fo contrary to it ; Rivella im¬ 
mediately fent it back to him enclofed with 
thefe Verfes, 

I. 

Ah dangerous Swain , tell, tell me no more 
Of the hleft Nymph you worfjip and adore ; 
When thy fill'd Eyes arefparkling at her Name 
I raving wijh that mine had caus'd the Flame. 

II. ? 

If hy your Fire for her, you can impart 
Diffufive heat to warm another's Heart ; 

Ah dangrous Swain ! what wou'd the ruin le, 
Slou'dyou lut once perfuade you lurnfor me? 

T H O’ poflxbly this might be only one 
of the thoughtlefs Sallies of Rivella' s Wit 
and Fire, yet it was of the laft Confe- 
quence to her Reputation : The Knight 
was perfedly- drunk with Vanity and Joy , 

upon 
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Perfon that had done him this Injury, 
till feeing him equally alfiduous and fond 
of her in allpublick Places, join’d to what 
the Operator difcover’d of his pretended 
Difeafe; the World found out the Cheat, 
detefting his V anity and Rivella *s Folly ; 
that cou’d fuffer the Converfation of a 
Wretch fo infignificant to her Pleafures, 
and yet fo dangerous to her Reputation. 

THIS fhort liv’d-report did not do Ri- 
vella any great Prejudice, amongft the 
Crowd of thofe who follow’d and flatter’d 
her with pretended Adoration: She would 
tell me that her Heart was ftill untouch¬ 
ed, bating a little Concern from her Pride 
to move old Vainlove' s, who fo obftinately 
defended it for another : ’Tis true, Hie often 
hazarded Appearances by indulging her 
natural Vanity, and ftill continued to do 
fo, tho’ perhaps with more Innocency 
than Difcretion; till the Perfon came, who 
indeed fix’d her Heart : I am going to 
fhew you a Gentleman of undoubted Me¬ 
rit, accomplifh’d both from without and 
within: His Face was beautiful, fo was his 
Shape, till he grew a little burly. He was 
bred to Bufinefs, as being what you call in 
France, one of the long Robe : His natural 
Parts prodigious, which were happily join’d 
by a learned and liberal Education: His 
Tafte delicate, in refpeft of good Authors \ 

remark 



Of RIVELLA 53 

remarkable for the Sweetnefs of his Tem¬ 
per, andinlhort, every way qualified for 
being Beloved, where ever he ihould hap¬ 
pen to Love. 

VALUING my felf as I do upon 
the Reputation of an Impartial Hiftorian, 
neither blind to Rivelld > s Weaknefles and 
Misfortunes, as being once her Lover, nor 
angry and fevere as remembring I cou’d 
never be Beloved ; I have join’d together 
the juft, and the tender, not expatiated 
with Malice upon her Faults, nor yet blind¬ 
ly overlooking them : If I have happen’d, 
by repeating her little Vanities, to deftroy 
tliofe firft Inclinations you may have had to 
efteem what was valuable in her Compoft- 
tion; remember how hard it is in Youth, 
even for the ftronger Sex to refift the fweet 
Poff on of Flattery , and well dire Bed Praife 
or Admiration , 

DURING the ftiort Stay Rivella 
had made in Hilaries Family, fhe was 
become acquainted with the Lord Crafty: 
He had been Ambaffador in France , where 
his Negotiations are faid to have procured 
as much Advantage to your King, as they 
did Difhonour to his own Country. He 
had a long Head turn’d to Deceit and 
over-reaching : If a thing were to be done 
t\yo Ways, he never lov’d the plain, nor 

valu’d 
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valu’d a Point if he could eafily carry it: 
HisPerfon was not at all beholding to Na¬ 
ture, and yet he had polfelfed more fine 
Women than had the fineft Gentleman, 
not lefs than twice or thrice becoming his 
Mailer’s Rival. When Hilaria was in 
France he found it extreamly convenient 
for his Affairs to be well with her, as fhe 
was Millrefs, and himfelf Ambalfador : 
For fome Time ’tis fuppofed that he lov’d 
her out of Inclination, her own Charms be¬ 
ing inevitable; but finding fhe was not very 
regular, he reproach’d her in fuch a Man¬ 
ner, that the haughty Hilaria vow’d his 
Ruin: She would not permit a Subje£t to 
take that Freedom fhe would not allow a 
Monarch, which was, prefcribing Rules 
for her Conduct: In fhort, her Power 
was fuch over the King, tho’ he was even 
then in the Arms of a new and younger 
Millrefs, and Hilaria at fo great a Di- 
flance from him, as to yield to the Plague 
of her Importunity with which fhe fill’d 
her Letters. He confented that Lord Craf¬ 
ty fhould be recall’d, upon fecret Advice 
that fhe pretended to have received of 
his Corruption and Treachery. The Am- 
balfador did not want either for Friends 
in England, nor in Hilaries own Family, 
who gave him very early Advice of what 
was defign’d againll him.: He had the 
Dexterity to ward the intended Blow, and 

turn 
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turn it upon her that was the Aggrelfor; 
Hilaries own Daughter betray’d her to 
the Ambaffador: He had corrupted not 
only her Heart, but feduced her from her 
Duty and Integrity': Her Mother was 
gone to take the Bourlon Waters, leaving 
this young Lady the Care of her Family, 
and more immediately of fuch Letters as a 
certain Perfon fhould write to her, full of 
amorous Raptures for the Favours fhe had 
bellow’d. Thefe fatal Letters, at leafl fe- 
veral of them with Anfwers full of Tender- 
nefs under Hilaries own Hand, die Ambaf- 
fador proved fo lucky as to make himfelf 
Mailer of: He return’d with his Credentials 
to England tu accufe Hilaria and acquit 
himfelf: The Miflrefs was fummon’d from 
France to juflify her ill Condu6l : What 
could be faid againfl fuch clear Evidences of 
her Dilloyalty ? ’Tis true, fhe had to deal 
with the moft merciful Prince in the World, 
and who made the largefl Allowances for 
human Frailty, which fhe fo far improv’d, 
as to tell His Majefly, there was nothing 
criminal in, a Correspondence defign’d on¬ 
ly for Amufement, without prefuming to 
aim at Confequences; the very Mode and 
Manner of Expreflion in French and En¬ 
gl zjh> were widely different; that which in 
one Language carried an Air of extream 
Gallantry, meant no more than meer Ci¬ 
vility in t’other. Whether the Monarch 

were, 
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were, or would feem perfuaded, he ap¬ 
pear’d lb, and order’d her to forgive the 
AmbafTador; to whom he return’d his 
Thanks for the Care he had taken of his 
Glory, very much to Hilaries Mortifica¬ 
tion, who was not fuffer’d to exhibit her 
Complaint againft him, which was look’d 
upon as proceeding only from the Malice 
and Revenge of a vindi&ive guilty Wo¬ 
man. 

LORD Crafty made a very fuccefsful 
Embafiy touching his own Intereft, tho’ 
he fail’d of bringing the Court altogether 
into thofe Meafures which the French 
King defired. His Paternal Eftate was 
not more than Five thoufahd Pound a 
Year, which he extreamly improv’d, as you 
may know by the Rent-Roll , deliver’d in 
Upon his Son’s Marriage, which doubled 
that Sum fix Times over, all due to his 
own Contrivance, wherein he was aflift- 
^d often by the Ladies, which made him 
have a very great Opinion of their Ma¬ 
nagement : This Lord us’d to* value him- 
felf upon certain Rules in Policy, of truft- 
ing no Perlbn with his real Defigns: What 
Part he gave any one in his Confidence 
when they were to negotiate an Affair 
for him, was in his own Expreflion but 
tying ’em by the Leg to a Table, they 
cou’d not go farther than the Line that 

held 
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held them. He was incapable of Friend- 
fhip but what made for his Intereft, or of 
Love but for his own proper Pleafures: 
Nature form’d him a Politician, and Ex¬ 
perience made him an Artift in the Trade 
of Diffimulation; but the beft that can be 
faid of thofe great Parts, which he put to 
fo bad an ufe, is, that there was a wrong 
Turn in his Birth, Fortune that caus’d him 
to be Born the Heir of a good Family 
miftook his Bent; fhe had done much bet¬ 
ter in making him an Attorney, for there 
was no Point how difficult or knotty fo- 
ever, but what he could either untie or 
evade. 

H E was married to the ReliCt of one 
who had been the richeft Merchant in 
England; fhe brought along with her not 
only a very large Jointure, but a larger 
Law-fuit, which hit Lord Crafcfs Genius; 
he became much more in Love with That 
than her Perfon: Mr. Double her Hus¬ 
band was Cliildlefs, and had contracted an 
inviolable Friendfhip with Baron Mean- 
well , infomuch that they had interchang- 
ably made each other their Heir by Deed ' 
of Gift. Mr. Double 1 s Affairs call’d him 
Abroad to the Plantations, which Oppor¬ 
tunity his Wife took to revenge her felf 
upon the Baron, for advifing her Husband 
to pull down a very large Houfe and CO fell 
I the 
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the Ground and Materials to the Builders.: 
This Lady, who was remarkable for her 
Pride, regretted fo fine a Seat, and was re- 
folved to punifh Lord Meavwell for the 
Lofs of it. She perfuaded her Spoufe to 
make a Will in the Indies , whereby fhe 
relinquifh’d one Quarter part of her Joyn- 
ture, conditionally that Lord Meanwell's. 
Pretenfions might be ftruckout; and young 
Double , who had no Relation to the Mer¬ 
chant but the Name, appointed Heir to 
the Eftate. During King Charles the Fir ft’s 
Troubles, Merchant Double's Father re- 
fided at a Seat he had in Ejjex near the 
Sea-fide, he was walking one Evening up¬ 
on the Strand, regarding feveral poor half 
naked, half ftarv’d Paftengers that were 
getting out of a Ship lately come into the 
Road; thefe miferable Wretches were es¬ 
caped from the MajJ'acre in Ireland, amongft 
them was a well look’d Woman with a Boy 
in her Hand, habited ’en Feafant: Mr. 
Double ask’d her feveral Queftions, which 
fhe anfwer’d to his Satisfaction, amongft 
the reft that her Name and her Sons were 
Double , but her Husband had been kill’d 
by the Rebels , which affetted him fo much, 
that he order’d her Home to his own 
Houfe, where file remain’d the reft of her 
Life : Her Son was made Mr. Double's 
Gardener; thriving under a flourifhing Fa¬ 
mily he married very well, and alfo left 

a Son, 
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a Son, whom old Doable put into the Ar¬ 
my, where he rofe to be a Lieutenant Co¬ 
lonel; but did not die rich, leaving a Wi¬ 
dow and feveral Children; the eldeft of 
which, Merchant Double's Lady had pick¬ 
ed out, as an Heir worthy to revenge her 
Quarrel againft the Lord Meanwell: Her 
Husband died in the Indies not long after 
he had obliged his Wife in a Point fo much 
to his Difhonour, confidering the Deed he 
had executed in Favour of the Baron : 
Some Perfons who knew the little regard 
he had for that worthlefs Brood of the 
Doubles , thought he yielded to his Lady’s 
Importunities only for a quiet Life, think¬ 
ing he did little more than make her an 
infignificant Compliment, becaufe two 
Days before he went to the Indies , he had 
added a Codicel which was affix’d to the 
Deed , whereby he for ever incapacitated 
himfelf to revoke the faid Deed , but in 
the Prefence of fix WitnefTes; two where¬ 
of were to be Prelates of the Church of 
England ; dying in the Indies as he did, 
whatever Will he could make There, muft 
be defective in that main Article. His La¬ 
dy return’d with all the Pomp and Splen¬ 
dour of an Eaftern Queen; but her Pride 
working to an exceffive Height, foon turn’d 
her Brain; whereby young Tim Double 
was deprived of a powerful Patronefs to 
carry on thofe Pretenfions fhe had brought 
I 2 over 
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over from the Indies in his Favour; and Ba¬ 
ron Meanwell in all Probability likely to 
enjoy for himfelf, and his Heirs for ever, 
the ufe Fruit of the foremention’d Deed of 
Gift. 

FORTUNE that loves to mingle her 
felf in all Events, thruft between the Ba¬ 
ron and his great Hopes the moft powerful, 
moft cunning, and moft dexterous Adver- 
fary that fhe could poflibly have rais’d ; 
it was the Lord Craft ), who had fwallow’d 
in his Imagination all Double's Eftate: He 
knew himfelf bleft with a Purfe and a Ca¬ 
pacity equal to the Work: He therefore 
bought the Merchant’s Widow of her two 
Women, his own Chaplain married them 
together; but the Lady being fuppofed 
Non Compos, it is faid one of her Female 
Directors was, in eflfeft the Bride, lying 
behind the Pillows, and making proper 
Anfwers for the Lunatick ; whereby fhe 
got to her felf the Management of that old 
Fox, and to the Day of his Death us’d to 
carry whatever Point Ihe had in Hand, by 
only threatning to take upon her felf, the 
Title and Quality of his Wife. 

LORD Crafty, as Reafon good, imme¬ 
diately affumed the Management of his 
Lady’s Aftairs, and commenced a Suit in 
young Tim's Name againft the Baron; the 

Progrefs 
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Progrefs of that Suit, would make an ho- 
neft Man for ever deteft going to Law ; 
the Point Crafty contended for, was to in¬ 
validate the Codicel, which he attempted 
to prove fpurious. How many Verdibts 
were there given and reverfed? What 
number of Witnefles convi&ed of Perju¬ 
ry? How much Treafure expended in 
the Purfuit and the Defence ? Our Courts 
of Judicature rung of nothing elfe ; in the 
mean time the Caufe, was a fat Caufe, 
and the Lawyers contrived how to pro¬ 
long it whilft none were Gainers but them- 
felves: Baron Meanwell almoft beggar’d 
himfelf; Lord Crafty was indeed better 
circumftanced, but feeing the Delays of 
the Courts of Juftice, and the Tricks of 
young Tim Double ; he began to breathe an 
Air of Accommodation as well as the Ba¬ 
ron ; But Tin ?s Pretenfions being the diffi- 
culteft Point to be adjufted, they were at a 
lofs how to find a Method by which all 
things might be fettled in that Calm, which 
the Exigency of both their Affairs feem’d 
to require. 

T I M Double prov’d not only a Sot, 
but the mod difiolute, fenfelefs, obftinate 
Wretch, that a Man could deal with. His 
Education and natural Parts were both 
mean, his Temper extravagant and vain; 
he valu’d himfelf extreamly upon his Pro¬ 
vince 
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vince of Diflimulation, as having practis’d 
under a very great Matter. At the Age 
of Sixteen he was trapan’d when he was 
Drunk, to marry the Daughter of a poor 
Peity-fan Merchant; the Girl was Pretty 
and Ingenious enough ; fhe made him a 
very good Wife, and often by her Ma¬ 
nagement prevented his being undone by 
Sharpers, to whom he was naturally aci¬ 
dised : But he hated her, and ftudied no¬ 
thing fo much as how to get rid of her; 
tho’ to her Face he affected fo prodigious 
a Paflion, that he could not breathe with¬ 
out mixing Eyes, pretting and kitting her 
Hands and Neck ; nor would he touch a 
Bit of Meat but what fhe cut; nay, he 
mutt fit by her at Table, and often eat 
off of no Plate but hers: This was a ful- 
fom Sight to all who knew he had brought 
his Marriage into Parliament, where it 
was likely to have been difannul’d, had not 
Lord Crafcy by his underhand Practices 
prevented it, leaft Tim, becoming a fingle 
Man, fome rich powerful Family might 
efpoufe his Caufe, and by Virtue of his 
Title to fo great an Eft ate, give his Lord- 
fhip an unexpected Diverfion, in the Views 
he had of gaining it all to himfelf, 

LORD Crafty had from time to time 
fupplied him with feveral large Sums of 
Money, whereby he pretended to purchafe 

his 
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his Title to the whole Eftate; but the 
Point being yet undecided, that was look’d 
upon no better than Champ arty and Main- 
tainance . Tim executed feveral Deeds, 
whereby-he diverted himfelf of all Preten- 
fions to the Ertate, when it fhould be reco¬ 
ver’d; which, when he had done, Lord 
Crafty brought him in a Bill of Threefcore 
Thoufand Pounds; fome for Monies re* 
ceiv’d, and the reft for vaft Sums expended 
in the Law-Suit. Tim enter’d into Bonds 
and Judgments, by which he acknow¬ 
ledg’d himfelf Debtor to my Lord Crafty; 
after which, he was left at Liberty to go 
where he pleas’d; his Lordfbip before, ne¬ 
ver fuffering him to ftir, but under the 
Condqd of fome Perfon he could confide 
in. TVw’s Riots were fo great, that Lord 
Crafty would no longer fupply him with 
Money; he ran in Debt where-ever he 
could, till at length he was arrefted and 
forc’d to furrender himfelf a Prifoner at 
Weftminfter-Hall^ before the' Lord Chief 
Jufiice of the Common-fleas . 

IT was perfe&ly neceftary that I fhould 
enter into this long Digreftion, to inform 
you of the true State of Things, before 
I give you Knowledge of an Aflair, by 
which Rivella was prefented with frefh 
Occafion to renew the Complaint fhe fo 

juftly 
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juftly had againft Fortune, for turning all 
her Profpe&s of Good into Evil. 

AT that Time Rivella liv’d in a pret¬ 
ty Retirement, fome few Miles out of 
Town, where Ihe diverted her felf chiefly 
with walking and reading. One Day Ca- 
lift#, her Sifter Authorefs (with whofe 
Story I may hereafter entertain you, as 
well as with the other writing Ladies of 
our Age) came, as ufual, to make her a 
Yifit; (he told her that Cleander , a Friend 
of hers, one of the moft accomplifh’d Per- 
fbns living, was in Cuftody of a Serjeant 
of Arms for fome Misdemeanours, which 
were nothing in themfelves, but as he had 
been of Council on Lord Craftfs Side, a- 
gainft Lord Meanwell , and was fuppos’d 
to have had the chief Conduft of the laft 
Trial, Matters were like to be partially 
carried, becaufe Ofwald (poor Rivella* s 
Kinfman and Husband, tho’ fhe always 
hated his being call’d fo) was appointed 
Chairman of the Committee order’d to 
examine Cleander ; and Ofwald being long 
known a Champion for Lord Meanwell , in 
refped of his Caufe, it was very juftly 
fear’d, that he would joyn Revenge and 
Retaliation to his own native Temper of 
Choler and Fury, by which Means Cle¬ 
ander was to expeft very fevere Ufage, if 
not a worfe Misfortune. 


TO 
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T O conclude; after Califia had rais’d 
Rivella's Pity, Wonder and Curiofity, for 
the Merit, Beauty, and Innocence of the 
Gentleman under Profecution; fhe propo- 
fed a real Advantage to her felf, if fhe 
could influence her Kinfman to ftand neu¬ 
ter in the Caufe; or if that was not to 
be expe&ed, that fhe would fo far ingage 
him, that he fhould keep away on the Day 
which was appointed for Chowder's Exa¬ 
mination. 

RI FELL A was always inclin’d to 
aflifl: the Wretched; neither did fhe be¬ 
lieve it Prudence to negleft her own In- 
tereft, when fhe found it meritorious to 
perfue it: She told Califia , that being only 
her Friend was enough to ingage her to 
endeavour at ferving this Cleunder who¬ 
ever he were; but that fince file had taken 
Care to add Intereft to Friendfhip, which 
were Motives her Circumftances were no 
way qualified to refufe, fhe was refolved 
upon that double Confideration, to at¬ 
tempt doing whatever was in her Power 
for both their Services; but beeaufe fhe 
was not willing to embark without fome 
ProfpeQ: of a fortunate Voyage, fhe defired 
to (peak with Cleander in Perfon, as well 
to inform her felf of the Merits of the 
Caufe, as to be acquainted with a Gentle- 
K man 
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man of whom fhe had given fo advanta¬ 
ges a Defcription. 

CALI ST A bludi’d at the Propofal, 
Which Rivella obferving, immediately ask’d 
her* if he were her Lover, which would 
be enough to ingage her to ferve him 
without any other Motive; and thereupon 
laid, that ine would be contented to take 
Minutes from Califia only, without con¬ 
cerning her felf any further about being 
acquainted with Cleander, 

C A LIST A who was the mod of a 
Prude in her outward Profe(lions, and the 
lead: of it in her inward Practice, unlefs 
you’ll think it no Prudery to allow Free¬ 
doms with the Air of Reftraint; ask’d Ri- 
veil a with a fcornful Smile, What it was 
fhe meant ? Cleander was a married Man, 
and is fuch, out of any Capacity to engage 
her fecret Service ; her Friendlhip was 
meerly with his Wife, and as fuch if (lie 
would affift him, (lie (hould be oblig’d to 
her for her Trouble. Rivella who hates 
Diflimulation, efpecially amongft Friends, 
was refolved to pique Califta for her Infm- 
cerity, and therefore faid, fince it was fo; 
fhe infifted upon feeing and informing her 
felf from Cleander* s own Mouth, or elfe 
fhe would not ingage in the Bufinefs. 


THE 
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T llpfe next Day Oleander Tent'a Gentle¬ 
man to wait upon Rivella , and beg her 
Intereft in his Service, together with the 
Promife and Aflilrance of a certain Sum of 
Money if fhe fhould fucceed. 

THESE Preliminaries fettled, the Day 
After, Oleander fent the fame Perfon (who 
happen’d to be a fort of an infignrficant 
‘Gentleman, acquainted long fince both with 
'Rivella and himfelf) in a Chariot, witli an 
unknown- JLiv'ery to bring, her to Town, 
ando^en.tb .the Serjeant at Jmfs Houfe, 
Where Oleander was at that time confin’d. 


' RIV'EL L A had formed to her felf 
'Whai ft was going to fpeak to a Man of 
Bufinefs in Private, that fhe muff at leaft 
wait till the Croud were difmifs’d, and 
therefore took a Book in her Pocket, that 
fhe might entertain her felf with reading 
whilft me waited for Audience: She chole 
the Duke de Rochfoucaut's Moral Reflexi¬ 
ons ; fhe had not attended long, before 
Oleander came to Wait on-her, tho’ but for 
two or three Moments till he could difmifs 


his Company, praying her to be eafy till 
he might have the Honour to return \ du¬ 
ring this fhort Compliment, Rivella had 
thrown her Book upon the Table, Oleander 
whilft he was fpeaking took it up, a$ not 
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heeding what he did, and departed the 
Room with the Book in his Hand : Who 
that has ever dipp’d into thofe Reflections, 
does not know that there is not a Line 
there, but what excites your Curiofity, 
and is worth being eternally admired and 
remembred? Cleander had never met with 
it before : He form’d an Idea from that 
Book of the Genius of the Lady, who 
cliofe it for her Entertainment, and tho’ 
he had but an indifferent Opinion hitherto 
of Woman’s Converfation, he believ’d Ri- 
vella mulf have a good Tafte from the 
Company fhe kept. He found an Oppor¬ 
tunity of confirming himfelf, before he 
parted, in Rivellc ?s Senfe, and Capacity for 
Buflnefs as well as Pleafure; which were 
agreeably mingled at Supper, none but 
thofe two Gentlemen and Rivella being 
prefent. Behold the beginning of a Friend- 
ihip which endured for feveral Years even 
to Cltander *s Death. He was married 
Young, but as yet knew not what it was to 
Love : His Studies and Application to Bu- 
finefs, together with the Defire of making 
himfelf great in the World, had employ’d 
all his Hours: Neither did his Youth and 
Vigour ftand in need of Diverfions to relieve 
his Mind; he was civil to his Lady, meant 
veiy well for her Children, and did not 
then dream there was any thing in her Per- 
fon defective to liis Happinefs, that was in 



the Power of any other of that Sex to be* 
flow. • • •-'•I'vt i'j.fn -i.-v 

E A R L Y in the Morning Rivflla went 
to Weftminfler-Hall , fhe took up her Port: 
at the BookfellersShop, by the Foot of thofe 
Stairs wliich go up to the Parliamenc-houfe: 
She had not waited long but fhe faw her 
Kinfman; he was cover’d with Blufhes 
and Confofion, not imagining.what Bufi- 
nefs fhe had there, unlefs to&expofe him; 
he had not even feen her Face in feme Years 
nor fhe his, having fought nothing fo much 
as to avoid one another. , . * ■ 

’ : »! - >’ - . i . i; i .. 

RIV ELL A advanced to fpeak with 
him, he blufh’d more and more, feveral 
Members coming by to go to the Houfe, 
and obferving him with a Lady in hfeHand, 
lie thought it was belt to take her from 
that publick Place, and therefore led her 
the back Way out of the. Hall, call’d a 
Coach put her in it, and afterwards got in 
liimfelf without having Power to ask her 
what Bufinefs brought her to enquire after 
him in a Place fo improper for Conventi¬ 
on, at the fame Time ordering the Coach¬ 
man to drive out of Town. 

THUS was that important Affair ne¬ 
glected, they chofe another Chairman for 
the Committee , which fet that Morning: 
Cleander was acquitted, with the ufual Re¬ 
primand, 
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primand, and order’d tb be fet at Liberty, 
very much to the Regret of Ofwald when 
he came coolly to contider now fcanda- 
loufly he had abandon’d an Affair of that 
Importance, and which Lord Meanwell had 
left wholly to his Management. 

B EF ORE Rivella parted with. her 
Spoufe, The told him, - what was her de- 
iign’d Requcft, and the Motive. Hefeem’d 
very well pleas’d that nothing but Intereft 
iiad engag’d her : He bid her be fure to 
cultivate a Friendship with Cleander, who 
would doubtlefs come to return his Thanks 
far the Servke The had done him ; recom¬ 
mending to her - at the fame T ime^ Fit ft, 
,not to receive the Money which had been 
promifed her, becaufe there were better 
i Views, Tind which would be of more Im- 
pdrtance to her Fortune; and Secondly, to 
leave her Houfe in the Country for fome 
Time, to come and take Lodgings in Lon- 
don y where he would wait upon her to 
dired her in the Management of fome 
great Affair. 

BEHOLD Rivella in a new Sceni, 
that of Bufinefs; in which however Love 
• took Care to fave all his own Immunities: 
He befpoke the moft confiderable Place for 
Cleander , who often vifited her with a 
Pleafure new and furprizing to his hither¬ 
to 
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of their. Rival’s Credit; for if nothing elfe 
enfu’d, a total Deprivation of the World’s 
Efteem, was fure to be the Confequence 
Of an injur’d Wife’s Refentment: Cleander 
was toO handfom a Man to be loft with 
any Patience; his Wife was much older 
than himfelf, and much a Termagant, 
therefore nothing but Fire and Fury could 
be expected from fuch a DomefticK Evil: 
The Deprivation of a charming Husband’s 
Heart, being capable to roufe the moft in- 
fenfible: Rivella laugh’d, and thank’d me 
for my Advice, but how fhe profited by 
it a very little Time will (hew us. 

HER Kinfman (I chufe to call him v 
fo, rather than by that hateful Name her 
Husband) carefs’d her with the utmoft 
Blandishments; he told her it was now 
in her own Power to redeem all the Mis¬ 
management they had both been guilty of 
in refpe£fc of her Fortune: Cleander was 
the Perfon that could do Miracles in Point 
of Accommodation between Lord Crafty 
and Baron Meanwell : He empower’d her 
to make him very advantagious Offers, if 
he would but ufe his Intereft towards 
compofing that Affair. She founded Cle¬ 
ander upon that Head: He anfwer’d her 
as a Perfon who could refufe nothing to 
a Woman he lov’d, but at the fame Time 
told her they were all miftaken; he had 
- * not 
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not any Part of Lord Crafty* s Confidence 
which he was now very glad of, becaufe 
he muft either difoblige ner, or, which was 
a worfe Evil, betray my Lord : Nay more, 
his Lordfhip had been wanting in doing 
him little Services during his Confinement, 
which he would nor eafily forgive; that 
true indeed he had been of Council for him 
in the laft Trial; but not trufted ; tho’ that 
very Sufpicion had drawn upon him Lord 
Meanwelds Difpleafure, and Ofwald* s Per¬ 
fection, notwithftanding which, Lord 
Crafty had fail’d of Generofity enough to 
fraud by him, perhaps not efteeming him 
*>f fufficient Confequence to his Service: 
Rivella reported this back to her Princi¬ 
pal ; he would not believe Cleander, which 
made her likewife diftruft his Integrity; 
he never came to vifit her, but fhe always 
teiz’d him with thefe Words, You can ob¬ 
lige me! you can retrieve my broken For¬ 
tune ! you can give Peace to Weftminfter- 
Hall, between thofe mighty Potentates that 
have fo long divided it! and you reftfe to 
do it! did I ferve you with fuch an Ill-willy 
or by halves ? Ceafe profejfing your Grati¬ 
tude and Frienafbip to me when it rifes no 
higher than common Effetis ; you had better 
never vifit , than difoblige me. Cleander 
was quite vanquifh’d by her Reproaches 
and Importunity; the Evil was in his 
L Heart, 
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Heart, lie could not refrain feeing her, and 
took this Opportunity to declare himfelf, 
by telling her his Opinion, was, that no 
Lover either could , or ought to refufe what 
was ask'd him by the Perfon he lov'd. In 
fhort, he gave her to underftand, that he 
had not any Obligation to Lord Crafty , 
and he was very glad of it, but that he 
thought the Baron’s Way did not lie to¬ 
wards an Accommodation with that Lord, 
but with Mr. Timothy Double r becaufe if 
Matters were agreed between them two, 
and the Deed and the Will joyn’d, what 
had Lord Crafty to do in it any further 
than to expert to find his Wife’s Jointure* 
well paid : Double is a Pr if oner , faid Cle- 
ander , where I command ; if you. , Madam, 
were fe cur'd, fo that our Inter eft could be¬ 
come mutual , and we not make our felves 
the Baron’s, or your Kinfman’s Tools y I 
don't find there would be any great Diffi¬ 
culty in bringing this Matter to bear, 

R 1VE LL A immediately gave Part of 
her Secret to her Coufin, and he to the 
Baron -, they could not help wondring at 
their own Blindnefs which had till then 
mifs’d fo obvious a Mark.' The Baron ad¬ 
mitted CleandeT s Genius for Bufinefs, and 
order’d Rivella to meet his Lordfhip at a 
Third Place, there to take his Inftru&i- 

ons: 
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ons: He began with alluring her of his 
entire Confidence in her Honour and Ca¬ 
pacity, bidding her make it Cleander *s In¬ 
terest to conclude this Project of Recon¬ 
ciliation, for which when it was accom¬ 
plish'd they Should have between them 
Eight Thoufand Pounds paid down upon 
the Nail; it was her Bufinefs, either to 
come in for half, or to make what Terms 
fhe could with Cleander ; that in the mean 
Time Tim Double Should be introduc’d to 
her Lodgings, where they would have her 
entertain and carefs him to all the Height 
of his own extravagant Humour: In a few 
Days they Should be able to fee whether 
the Project would bear, which if it did 
not, Rivella fhould have a Prefent of an 
Hundred Guineas, to defray what Expence 
fhe might be at, and over and above his 
LordShip’s Acknowledgment and Protecti¬ 
on as long as he liv’d. Cleander , to oblige 
Rivella , agreed to thefe Propofals, becaufe 
he could not refufe what fhe fo earneftly 
infifted on; but he bid her remember it 
was only to pleafe her, not thro’ any great 
ProfpeCt he had of advantaging himfelf, 
becaufe the Perfons they had to deal with, 
lie fear’d, had not all the Honour that was 
requir’d in fuch' an Affair, where much 
more was to be left to the Bona Fide than 
to any Security, that could, as Matters 

flood, 
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flood, be made obligatory or binding in 
Law. 

THUS was Timothy Double introduc’d 
to Rivellcis Appartment; but before he 
could make his Appearance there, poor 
Cleander was forc’d to accouter him at his 
pwn Coft; he was horribly out of Humour 
becaufe he was very much out of Re¬ 
pair. Therefore he fent him his Taylor, of 
whom Tim immediately befpoke Two Suits 
that came to more than Sixfcore Pound, 
full of Gold and Silver. The Perriwig- 
maker furnifh’d him upon Cleander *s Cre¬ 
dit, with two Perriwigs upwards of Thir¬ 
ty Guineas apiece : Lace and Linnen made 
another improving Article; fo that before 
Cleander durft ask him a Queftion, he 
was dipp’d above Three Hundred Pound 
for his Service, without putting one Piece 
into his Pocket: Pie would not truft him 
with ready Money, left he fhould elope, 
and fall again into fome of the Hands of 
his old Comrades the Sharpers. Clean¬ 
der did not tail to hint to Rivella the Ex¬ 
pence he had been at to pleafe her Hu¬ 
mour ; at the fame Time making her ob- 
ferve Lord Meanwelf s Parfimony, that 
would venture no more than an Hundred 
Guineas, and that not paid down, to gain 
fo vaft an Advantage to himfelf as an Ac¬ 
commodation with Tim, asking her with 

£ 
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a Smile, how one of her great Soul, could 
fo earneftly engage her Cares and Intereft 
for the Service of him, who had fo little 
a Soul ? 

T TM Buck full of Gold and Silver Lace, 
made a tolerable Figure, he was neither 
ugly nor conceited; his Habit having fo 
much of the fine Gentleman, the worii of 
it was, his Converfation did not well a- 
gree with his Drefs; but he had been long 
enough with Lord Crafty to learn an out¬ 
ward Civility, his Behaviour was feeming 7 
ly model! and full of Bows ; Cleander 
Drought him to Rivella, as an injur’d 
Gentleman, who had been ruin’d by that 
Lord’s Refinements: Tim prefentiy re¬ 
counted feveral pleafant Ads of Manage¬ 
ment, which would make no ill Figure in 
fecret Hiftory. Cleander was obliged to 
endure this Booby for feveral Days, to 
drink with him, nay, to fleep With him, 
till he load gotten into his Confidence; in 
all that Time never naming Lord Mean* 
welds Name; that Task was left to RiveU 
la, of whofe good Senfe and Honour he 
gave Tim a very advantageous Character : 
They ufed generally to Dine with her, file 
did Pennance enough, being obliged to de¬ 
ny her felf to all other Company, and to 
lengthen out Dinner till it came to Supper 
Time^-from whence Tim muff always go to 
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the Tavern before he went to Bed. Mife- 
rable Cleander kept him Company, for fear 
he fhould get fome of his old Gang, who 
were Spies gain’d by Lord Crafty : In Con- 
clufion he began to talk freely with Rivel- 
la by way of unlading his Grievances, the 
Wretchednefs of his Circumftances; great 
Debts and Incumbrance with Lord Crafty, 
did not make him half fo uneafy as the 
Difficulty of being rid of his Wife: Tho’ 
he was fure he could ftill be divorced from 
her, if he had any Friend to (land by him, 
who would be kind enough to affift him 
with his Purfe: This naturally introduced 
Lord Meanwell, of whofe V ertues Rivella 
made a pompous DifTertation, which much 
furprized Tim who had been ufed to hear 
the Baron treated as the greateft Tourb in 
Nature : The firft thing inftilfd into him 
was the Forgery of the Claufe, which had 
been annexed to old Double's Deed. Rivel¬ 
la endeavour’d to fet him right as to that 
fufpicious Circumftance, and with much 
more eafe and Juftice difplay’d Lord Craf¬ 
ty in his political Capacity; Tim could help 
her in her Task, and did not; fcruple to give 
her many Inftances relating tohimfelf, par¬ 
ticularly one Night when Lord Crafty got 
Tim behind a Table with Deeds and Con¬ 
veyances before him, to which end he had 
kept him clofe up for feveral Days, Tim's 
Nofe fell a Bleeding, he rofe to fetch a 

Hand ? 
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Handkerchief, my Lord would not let him 
go but prefented him his own, which be¬ 
ing quickly wet, the Lawyer and his Wit- 
nefFes fupplied him with theirs; in Conclu- 
fion they would have fuffer’d him to bleed 
to Death, rather than ftir till he had fign’d 
and feaPd, according to his Lordfhip’s 
own Heart’s Defire. 

B Y thefe Pra&ices Tim was ruin’d to all 
Intents and Purpofes and condemn’d to pe- 
rilh in Prifon, without he could relieve him- 
lelf by fome other Method than had yet 
been taken. He had coft Cleander juft Five 
hundred Pound when Rivella propofed to 
him an Accommodation with Lord Mean- 
wel^ in which the young Man was at firft 
very fincere: But here the Parcimony of 
that Lord, or the Folly of.his Manager Of 
wald fpoil’d all; Rivella was of Tints fide, 
and, Reafon good, ftrove to make as advan¬ 
tageous a Bargain for him as fhe could; no¬ 
thing would ferve Tim but to be made a 
Lord, he had all the Time of Craft/ s 
Management been flatter’d with a much 
greater Title when the Eftate fhou’d be 
once recovered: That which ftuck hard- 
eft with Tim , was a Point which Lord 
Meanwell ftrenuoufly infifted upon, nay, 
would do nothing without, viz. parting 
with the fuperbious chief Seat of the 
Doubles , which the Baron wanted to fettle 

upon 



80 T 7 :e His tor y 

upon his fecond Son whom he lov’d ex- 
treamly. Tim was told that as Matters 
flood, it was infinitely too large for any 
Expence he could ever hope to make, but 
in Exchange he fhould have the Lord Mean- 
we IPs own Houfe, with all the Furniture, 
which was a much more modern Structure, 
and where he conflantly refided when he 
was in Town, and with it, the Houre-keep¬ 
er’s Place belonging to one of the King’s Pa¬ 
laces where Tm would have occafion to 
commence Courtier, a Province he excef- 
fively long’d for, befides frequent Opportu¬ 
nities to oblige the Maids of Honour in the 
Choice of their Lodging, which weigh’d 
very much with Tim’s amorous Temper: 
He defirsd to view the Infide of the Houfe, 
to know whether it was a Habitation fit 
for a Man of fb great a Soul; this was a 
difficult Point, which yet he infilled on fo 
far, that he would treat no further unlefs 
he lik’d the Houfe, that which he was to 
refign in Lieu of it, being the Idol of his 
Fancy, tho’ no way fuitable to any but an 
overgrown Eftate: The Baron very well 
knew Lord Crafty had Spies in his Family 
who would foon carry the Report to him 
of Tim Double’s being to vifit his Houfe, 
which muft certainly ruin the whole Trea¬ 
ty \ they were at their Wits end to get him 
to pafs over that Circumftance, but Tim 
was obflinateand would not be perfuaded \ 

at 
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at length, Women being good at Invention, 
RiveUa found a Method how to gratify 
Tim's Curiofity, and in a Way which hit 
his Vein, having a great Inclination to be 
dabling with Politicks and Intrigues; the 
next Sunday the Baron and all his Family 
were purpofely to dine abroad, Leave fhou’d 
be given to the Servants to do what they 
would with themfelves, which, if not given 
them, they are apt enough to take when 
their Attendance is not required at home : 
His Chaplain he could fo far confide in, 
as to tell him two Clergymen from the TJ- 
niverfity had a Curiofity to fee the Hoyfe 
incognito , which for certain Reafons he 
defired him to fhow : A Servant whom 
the Baron had long trufted was to let in 
the Oxonians , and introduce them to the 
Chaplain. 

TWO Clergymen’s Habits were fent 
to RiveUa 's Lodgings, where the Pious 
Gentlemen were to take Orders; fhe had 
fent the Landlady and all the Family to di¬ 
vert themfelves at her Country Houfe, and 
left no Soul with her felf but an under Ser¬ 
vant, whom fhe difpatch’d to Church : It 
fell a Raining with great Violence for the 
reft of the Day; the Sparks came after 
Dinner, and were foon metamorphofed in¬ 
to fpruce Clergymen: Tim had a French Bro¬ 
cade Veft under his Habit which neverthe- 
M left 
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lefs durft not appear ; the Difficulty of get¬ 
ting a Coach on Sundays, and efpecially in 
rainy Weather, made them keep theirs: 
Tim had contracted fuch an ill Habit of 
Swearing, that he could neither leave it off* 
nor knew when he did it; Rivella call’d 
the Coachman in, and told him the Perfons 
he brought, thither had fent him his Mo¬ 
ney, having no occafion to go farther : But 
there were two Minifters above that want- 
. ed a Coach, the Fellow brufh’d up his Seats, 
and in they got, Cleander gave him Dire¬ 
ctions where to go, which he not taking 
readily, Tim fell a (wearing at him for a 
Blockhead and a Dunce *, the Man ftared, 
got up nimbly into his Coach-box, fnapt 
his Whip, and fwore as loud as Tim had 
done, that he never faw fuch Fafons in his 
Life. 

ALL things were difplay’d to the belt 
Advantage at Lord MeanwelF s; Tim liked 
it well enough when his Thoughts had 
no Return of that Glorious Seat in the 
Country, which often coft him many a 
Pang to forgo; but to comfort himfelf, 
lie would needs fee the Cellars, the Chap¬ 
lain waited on him down, and civilly of¬ 
fer’d him his Choice, either of Champaign 
or Burgundy, Tim liked both, and in he fat 
for it, Cleander winked at him in vain, 
jogg’d his Knee, no Notice took honeft Tim, 

the 
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the Glafs went about, the Chaplain was 
difpofed to flare, feeing him fwallowdown 
the Liquorfo greedily; at length, Olean¬ 
der told Tim in his Ear, it was neceffaby 
they fhould be gone before Church was 
clone : Tim anfw^r’d aloud, that might be, 
But where was there fo good Burgundy to 
be had after Church ? Oleander was at his 
Wits end at the Incivility of the Brute; Tim 
laid about him, as if all the Wine in the 
Cellar was his own, becaufe the Houfe and 
Furniture were to be fo if he pleas’d. Ole¬ 
ander grew wild to get him away, and 
told him, with that Reverend Gentle¬ 
man’s leave, they would take fome Bottles 
with them in the Coach to drink when 
they came home. The Chaplain’s Com- 
miflion did not extend fo far, his Lord was 
a good Husband of his Wines, and yet he 
knew not how to refufe • in fhort, he 
yielded that they fhould have half a dozen 
Bottles: But when they came to the Gate 
the Coachman was gone unpaid ; proba¬ 
bly the Fellow knew they were the fame 
Perfons he had carried before in a Lay- 
Habit, and did not know what to make of 
them, yet not daring to mutter, feeing 
them go into fuch a Houfe: Tim was half 
bouzy, and without any Refpeft to his 
Cloth, with a Bottle in each Hand, flood 
in the Street calling Coach! Coach! the 
Rain ftill continuing no Coach came; the 
M 2 Chaplain 


i 
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Chaplain and Cleander , likewife with each 
their two Bottles in Hand, were fomething 
abafhed, and did not call Coach / Coach ( 
fo loud as did f>ot valiant Tim ; at length, 
the Expedient was found of fending the Ba¬ 
ron’s Servant for two Chairs: Tim would 
have all the fix Bottles along with him in 
his own Chair, they were carried back a- 
gain to Rivelld’ s, where they unrob’d and 
ended this troublefom Adventure. 

TIM having at length agreed to an Ex¬ 
change of Houfes, being perfuaded to al¬ 
low in Point of Grandeur for' the difference 
of Town and Country, the Treaty went 
on; he was promifed to be relieved from 
all his Ingagements to Lord Crafty . He 
demanded two thoufand Pounds a Year to 
be fettled upon him and his Heirs for e- 
ver ; to be afTilfed in his Divorce, and if 
that could be effected, that he might have 
leave to Court one of the Baron’s Daugh¬ 
ters ; to receive ten Thoufand Pounds in 
ready Money, and be made a Lord j this 
laft Article was readily complied with, a 
Patent for a Barony valu’d at ten Thou¬ 
fand Pound being found in the Family, 
granted by the. late King for Services done, 
the other two Articles they thought too 
large, and therefore offer’d but one Thou*' 
fend Pound a Year, and fix in Money. 
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LORD Me anw ell's Overfight lay in 
not fixing Tim's inconftant Temper whilft 
he might have done it; the Squire quick¬ 
ly wanted a Change of Place, Circumftan- 
ces and Diverfion: The Baron ought td 
have clos’d with Tim's Terms, when he 
could have had them, and not loft irreco¬ 
verable Time in ftriving to beat down the 
Market, tho’ he confefs’d it was cheap, 
and what he would gladly give rather 
than go without: Befides, his worthlefs 
Plenifo , Ofwald , who pretended to his 
Lordfhip that he ferved for nought, when 
he faw Matters were juft beginning to 
bear, told Rivella that he underftood Cle¬ 
an dtr had confented that fhe fhould di¬ 
vide with him the Eight Thoufand Pound, 
which himfelf very unworthily expe&ed 
to divide with her. He would have Two 
Thoufand for his own Ufe, and the other 
Two Thoufand fettled after her Death, 
upon a Son which had been the Produd 
of their Marriage, 

RJVELLA anfwer’d him, that pro¬ 
vided the Baron were acquainted with 
thefe Conditions, Hie would agree with 
them, how remote foever from what had 
been firfL promifed her; but if otherwife, 
fhe would not be any longer impos’d up¬ 
on by Ofwald's Pretences; This caus’d bad 

Blood 
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Blood between them; he began to be jea¬ 
lous of Tim, without fufpe&xng Cleanlier : 
He put himfelf into Pa (lions and Difgufts, 
and wore out the Time in Complaints 
and Exportations, yet took Part of all 
thofe fine Dinners that were every Day 
feen at Rivella* s; for which, when fhe 
defir’d him to reprefent to the Baron the 
Expence fhe was unavoidably put to, he 
once brought her the paultry Sum of Three 
Pound, which, as ftie faid, would not fur- 
nifh one Defert; and this was all the Mo¬ 
ney ever tender’d her from the Baron in 
that Affair, tho’ fhe reafonably prefum’d 
his Lordfhip, according to his own Pro- 
pofal, had trafted larger Sums for her Ufe 
into the Hands of his Treafurer Ofwald. 

BUT whilft Ofwald was contriving 
how to reduce Tint's Demands, fecure Two 
Thoufand Pound to himfelf without the 
Baron’s Knowledge, and get the other Two 
Thoufand Pound fettled in reverfion upon 
his Son, an unforefeen, and as one fhould 
think an inconfiderable Accident, let all of 
them fee the Vanity of pretending to di¬ 
vide the Spoil before the Prey was fecur’d. 

THERE was a Girl about Seventeen 
or Eighteen, nam’d Bella, who fometimes 
frequented the Play-houfe, but as yet could 
get no Salary; for a Year or Two together 
fhe us’d to -come to Rivelld *s when fhe 

was 
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was in Town, to beg her to fpeak to the 
Managers , that fhe might be receiv’d in¬ 
to Pay: She was a poor Woman’s Daugh¬ 
ter in the Neighbourhood, which ingaged 
Rivella to promife her what little Inte- 
reft fhe had: Bella us’d fometimes to come 
to Dinner there, as fhe did at other Pla¬ 
ces, offering her Service in making up 
Heads, and thofe little Offices wherein 
the Girl was tolerably handy: When there 
was no Company, Rivella had fometimes 
the Goodnefs to make her fit down at the 
Table with her, otherwife fhe us’d to be 
glad to get a Meals Meat with Mrs. Flip¬ 
pant a, RivelWi Woman : That Wencn, 
was perfectly Mercurial, and had the great- 
eft Propenfity to Intrigue, and bringing 
People together; tho’ her Lady Was not 
then acquainted with her Talent, no more 
than l)er other Qualification of Diffimu- 
lation; for fhe was perfe&ly demure be¬ 
fore her Miftrefs: Beil was greatly in her 
Favour, becaufe fhe us’d at fpare Times 
to entertain her with Scraps of Plays and 
amorous Speeches in Heroicks: The Land¬ 
lady and another Woman who lodg’d in 
the Houfe where Rivella lodg’d, were 
fond of the fame Amufement: Bell was 
much oftner there than Rivella knew, and 
when fhe was abroad, the Wench was al¬ 
ways repeating in a Theatrical Tone and 
Manner. ' 


LORD 
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LORD MeanwelP s Phlegm, or Irrefo- 
lution, made the Treaty hang long, toge¬ 
ther with OJwalcP s very ill Humour about 
the Four Thoufand Pounds, which he had 
fwallow’d in his Imaginations^ joyn’d to 
his pretended Jealoufy of Tim, fo that Ri- 
vella was grown weary, and glad to go 
abroad for a little Relief, leaving the Houfe 
to Tim and Ofwald to drink in; as for Cle- 
ander, I prefume he was but feldom there; 
when Rivella was not, Mrs. Flippant a 
made a Figure in her Lady’s Abfence, and 
Bella by this Means came to be feen by 
Tim ; he fell in Love with her according 
to his Way of loving: The Girl had a 
round Face, not well made, large dull 
Eyes, but fhe was young, and well enough 
complexion’d, tho’ fhe wanted Air, and 
had a Defed in her Speech, which were 
two Things they objected againft as to 
her coming into the Play-Houfe. Tim 
bribed Flippant a to get the Girl’s Compa¬ 
ny in her Lady’s Abfence, as he would 
have done for any Girl that came in his 
Way. They were grown very well ac¬ 
quainted, before Tim told the News of his 
growing Flame to Cleander ; which he 
Spoke of as a Thing indifpenfibly necef- 
fary to his Happinefs: Tim fancied him- 
felf fome mighty confiderable Perfon,he had 
three very great Affairs upon his Hands, 
. to 
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to end with my Lord Meanwell , get rid 
of his Wife, and poflefs himfelf of BelPs 
Favours : Cleander told Rivella what a 
Scrape they were brought into, and con¬ 
jur’d her not to oppofe him; for if Tim 
was crofs’d in his Humour, ah was at an 
End : He was already dipp’d feveral Hun¬ 
dred Pounds; for that fine ’Scjuire, ’tis fup- 
pos’d, could not be kept all this Time with¬ 
out Money in his Pocket, and a great 
deal too. The Affair had been fo long 
depending, that his Wife found out his 
Haunt at Rivella* s, of which fhe immedi¬ 
ately gave Notice to Lord Crafty: She was 
fix’d immoveably to his Lordfhip’s Ser¬ 
vice, notwithftanding her Husband’s filte¬ 
red:, which Tim had honeftly told Clean¬ 
der in the Beginning, and therefore begg’d 
he might remain conceal’d from his Wife 
till all was concluded with the Baron: 
Lord Crafty knew fo much of Rivella* s 
Temper, that fhe would not have en¬ 
dur’d fuch a Booby as Tim, and have made 
great Expence upon him without better 
V iews: He heard of Tim* s Bravery, and 
what Airs he gave himfelf: Lord Crafty 
had never been fo defective in any Point 
of Policy as in abandoning of Tim ; it 
muft coft him confiderable to retrieve 
that falfe Step : It was no hard Matter to 
find his Lodging by dogging him from 
Rivella* s Houfe, which when once done, 
N he 
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he fent a Perfon to him, call’d old Simon, 
who had long been Lord Crafty's Creature, 
and by humouring Tim in his Vices and 
Vanities, had gain’d an abfolute Afcendant 
over him ; but when Tim grew poor and 
no longer of Confequence to Lord Crafty , 
Mr. Simon forfook him with the reft, yet 
foon regain’d his former Station by Flatte¬ 
ry ; and finding the Place of a Favourite 
vacant, he reaffum’d it as formerly. Tim 
ask’d Cleander to intercede with Rivella 
that Mr. Simon might be permitted to 
make one of the Company : Rivella told 
them they were undone from that Minute, 
he was a Creature of my Lord Crafty's 
and the whole Defign would certainly 
come to nothing: Tim allur’d Cleander 
that Simon was a Convert and hated my 
Lord’s ill Ufage of him as much as they 
did: Rivella knew Tim's Tallent at DiL 
fembling, which he openly valu’d himfelf 
upon, and therefore did not much regard 
what he faid ; file fent to the Baron to give 
him Notice of this Accident: Then his 
Lordfhip’s and OJwald began to put them- 
felves upon the Frett, Tim had fometime 
fince funk his Pretenfions, * of two Thou- 
land to fifteen Hundred Pounds a Year, 
and was come to clofe with their own offer 
of fix Thoufand.Pound in Money, which 
thefe (hallow, or greedy Politicians find- 
,n g> thought to fiiik him further, and in 

that 
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that View kept the Affair fo long in hand 
that it got Wind; but then Lord Meanwell 
began to beftir himfelf too late, he order’d 
Rivella to tell the Squire, that he did agree 
to all his Demands, and was accordingly 
feeing the Writings perfected; in the mean 
Time, the Articles were drawing up for 
Tim to fign, upon which, he was to re¬ 
ceive eight Hundred Pound overplus for 
his prefent Neceflities: Simon had leave 
given to make one at Rivella 1 s, and fhe 
had Orders to allure him of a Prefent of 
five Hundred Pound for his own Occafions, 

MEAN Time, Tim 7 s Flame for Bella 
daily increas’d, Rivella call’d her to her, 
and bid her keep away from her Houfe; 
for fhe would not charge her felf with 
the Confequences, Squire Tim being a mar¬ 
ried Man : The Girl did not fcruple to tell 
her, that her Defign of going to the Play- 
houfe was in hopes of finding fome body 
to keep her, fhe had often feen in the 
Dreffing Room, what great Refpeft Mrs. 
Barry and the reft, ufed to pay to Mrs, 
jl)fe when fhe ufed to come thither, and 
how fine they all liv’d, which fhe was 
fure they cou’d«not do upon their Pay. Ri¬ 
vella was amaz’d at her Confidence, which 
fhe thought no way fuitable to a Maid; 
She thenfpoke to Tm to give over the Pur- 
fuit, fince that Girl could not poffibly be of 
N 2 any 
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any Confequence to a Man like him, and to 
ruin her, would be an eternal Reproach to 
the whole Company; Tim fwore he would 
marry her to morrow, or as foon as he was 
divorced, and old Simon thought this a very 
good Handle, he made his Court in the 
Squire’s name more artfully to the Girl. 
He allured her that Rivella was her mor¬ 
tal Enemy, and envied her lead fhe fhould 
come to be greater than herfelf: For Tim 
had indeed told Rivella , as I faid before, 
that if he could be divorced he would 
marry BeUa ; this gain’d his Point with the 
Girl: She affumed very haughty Airs to¬ 
wards Rivella , and very tender ones to¬ 
wards Tim : Old Simon had likewife fuc- 
ceeded his Court to Flippant a, by making 
believe he was fmitten with her Beauty: 
Poor decay’d Flip< was proud of a Conquelf, 
and readily entered into a Confederacy a- 
- gainft her Miftrefs: To conclude, Bella 
was become the Head of the Company, 

. neither durft Rivella contradict her. She 
. thought fome fmall Time longer would put 
an end to her Suffering, and betray’d as lit¬ 
tle Uneafinefs as poflible. Simon perfuaded 
Tim that he had no other way to preferve 
Bella’s Favour, but by breaking that dif- 
honourable Treaty he had been drawn in¬ 
to with the Lord Meanwell; Bella allured 
him of the fame thing: Simon told him, 
that Lord Crafty heartily repented theNe- 

gleft 
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gle£t had been fhown whilft his Lordfhip 
was in the Country, and to make appear 
that he was fincere, offer’d to give him up 
all his Ingagements, and to profecute the 
Suit againft the Baron , till he had put him 
in Poifeffion of the whole Eftate. Tim did 
not know which Part to chufe, when he 
was with Bell and Sim, he was Theirs, 
when he was with Cleander and Rivella 
he was for Them; at length, the long 
look’d for Hour came, when he was to fign 
the Articles and receive his eight Hundred 
Pounds Bounty Money : The Baron would 
needs have him come alone to the Tavern 
where they were to meet, that fo the A& 
might look voluntary; but, the Difficulty 
was how to get him there; they durft not 
fo much as tell him, leaft he fhould give 
Part of the Intelligence to Mr. Simon ; in 
fhort, it was left to Rivella 's Manage¬ 
ment, fhe took him out in a Coach with 
her to the appointed Place, upon Pretence 
of meeting a Gentleman who had a Mind 
to part with a Diamond Buckle for his Hat, 
and if Tim lik’d it, he might become a 
Proprietor in the Buckle, and have fix 
Month’s Credit given him; this wasfome- 
thing that hit the Squire 's Vanity; but as 
they were going thither, Rivella told him 
the real Defign ; but that fince the utmoft 
Secrefy was necelfary, fhe had ufed that 
Artifice to prevent Mr. Simon, and confe- 

quently 
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quently Lord Crafty from knowing his good 
Fortune till it was beyond their Power to 
prevent: She faid, that faithful Cleander at¬ 
tended with the Lord MeanwelVs Lawyer, 
who for his own Honour, as well as out of 
RefpeiEt and friendfhip for Tim, would take 
care to have all poffible Juftice done him 
in an Affair that was going to make fuch 
a Noife in the World : To be fhort, Ri- 
vella fortified him fo well that he promifed 
to go in and perform what he had cove¬ 
nanted; fhe fet him down two Doors, 
fhort of the Tavern, he kifs’d her Hand 
with an Air entirely fatisfied, and told her 
fhe fhou’d always command that Fortune, 
which fhe had been fo good to procure for 
him; and that the next Day at Dinner, he 
would do himfelf the Honour to wait up¬ 
on her to pay his Acknowledgments more 
at large : Thus was that great Affair dif- 
patched; and the eighth Day after appoint¬ 
ed for executing the Deeds, and putting 
the Squire in Poffeflion of what Eftate and 
Money had been ftipulated for him. 

OLD Simon revell’d with the Money 
Tim brought home, who had never the 
Honefty to repay Cleander the leaft Part 
of what he had borrow’d of him; as to 
Rivella's Expences, they were come to a 
Sum fo much beyond what the Baron had 
promis’d her, in cafe that Affair did not 

fucceed, 



Of RIVELLA. 95 

fucceed, that fhe never demanded any 
Money from him ; throwing at all , as in 
a defperate Game; where nothing lefs can 
repair the former Lofs. 

THE eighth Day did come ; the Lord 
and his Agent, the Deeds and the Lawyers 
were ready; but not the Squire: Old Si¬ 
mon and Mr. Timothy , Madam Bell and 
Mademoifelle Flippant a filently diflodged 
without Beat of Drum, and left Cleander 
and Rivella to repent of their grand ex- 
penfive Negotiation ; by which in the end, 
no Perfons happened to be Gainers, but 
the Lord Crafty and Mr. Simon. 

I WILL not tire you witli many more 
Particulars: Tim was infatuated by Bell's 
Perfuafions who now lodged with him as 
his Lady, but incog, for Fear of the Ba¬ 
ron and Cleander: Lord Crafty let them 
fpend together the Money Tim had fo bafe- 
ly acquired, and then fent him away to 
Flanders under Sim's Conduft, who took 
care to confine him to a Houfe they had 
taken, not fuffering him to converle with 
any Company, but three or four Rakes that 
they had gotten purpofely to drink with 
him from Morning till Night, keeping him 
perpetually flutter'd, leaft his cooler Senfe 
fhould make him confider what he had 
done, and put him upon ftealing away 

from 
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from them to return back into England\ 
there to perform Articles with the Lord 
Meanwell. Treacherous Bell was likewife 
over-reach’d, fhe was put for fometime to 
Penfion by a feign’d Name at a poor Wo¬ 
man’s Houfe in an obfcure Part of the 
Town, with daily Promifes of being fent 
into Flanders to her Beloved, who had fti- 
pulated with Lord Crafc/s Agent that fhe 
Jhould follow him; telling Rivella and o- 
thers that he was nlarried to her, which 
whether true or falfe fignified little, fince 
Bell very well knew, unlefs he could make 
his former Marriage null, Tim was in no 
Capacity to marry again. 

HERE that infignificant treacherous 
Creature grew Poor and was forgotten; 
for when Bell no longer ferved their Ends, 
Lord Crafty and his Managers remembred 
her no more than if Hie never had been 
born ; a very quick Return for her Perfidy, 
Folly and Ingratitude; had file not feduced 
Tim Double from his Engagements, Clean - 
der would have taken care of her Interefts 
fo far (fince her highefl Ambition was 
only to be a Miftrefs) as that the Squire 
fhould have done fomething for her above 
that extream Contempt which her Vices 
have fince brought upon her; whence molt 
who have heard even her own Pretences, 
have been uncharitable enough to conclude, 
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fo vile a Nature as hers could hardly ever 
have been otherwife; fince extream Cor¬ 
ruption' does not all at once, but rather 
gradually feize upon fucli who have any 
Degree of Vertue in their Compofition. 

SOON after thefe Difappointments, Ri- 
vella receiv’d an anonymous Letter by the 
Penny-Poft, to beg her to be next Day at 
twelve a Clock, all alone, in a Hackney- 
Coach, in the upper Hyde-Park near the 
Lodge: She ask’d Cleander *s Opinion ; he 
affur’d her it was the Hand-writing of 
Lord Crafty , which was fo particular that 
no body could be miftaken that had once 
feen it; he advifed her to go to the Ap¬ 
pointment, for that Lord had too much 
Refpeft for the fair Sex to do an Outrage to 
any Lady; accordingly fhe went and found 
that very Perfon alone in another Hackney- 
Coach ; he alighted and came into hers : 
After the firft Forms were over, he did not 
fcruple to value himfelf upon defeating 
their well laid Defign. He allur’d her they 
fhould never recover Tim again, and there¬ 
fore advifed her, fince fhe underftood fo 
much of this Matter, to make up her Dif¬ 
appointments by indeavouring an Accom¬ 
modation between the Baron and himfelf, 
to which end, his Lordlhip gave her Power 
to a certain Point, how to proceed. 


O 


THE 
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THE Baron approv’d of the Projeft, 
he gave Rivella leave to treat with the 
Lord Crafty, with an AfTurance of Two 
Thoufand Pound for her felf if they fhould, 
by her means, agree; and to fhew his Lord- 
ftiip that Cleanaer and her felf were Truft- 
vcorthy , and very well deferved his Favour, 
fhe brought Tim's only Brother, the next 
Heir in cafe Tim fhould have no Sons, to 
his Lord (hip ; this poor young Man want¬ 
ed Food, Raiment and Education, his Parts 
and Honefty much exceeded the Squires; 
he fold his Reverfion to the Baron for an 
Annuity of an Hundred and Fifty Pounds 
a Year; and thought himfelf very happy to 
be able to fecure a prefent Maintenance out 
of his imaginary future Hopes. 

THIS was a Circumftance Lord Craf¬ 
ty could hardly forgive himfelf; looking up¬ 
on Tim or his Lady to be fruitful Perlons, 
tho’ the Males all died, he never once confi- 
der’d his Brother might prove of Confe- 
quence: In fhort, his Lordfhip and Rivella 
often met, he did all that was in his Power 
to fhake her Fidelity to the Baron ; told her 
laid Eighteen Thoufand Pound a Year 
at her Feet, all his good Fortune had 
come by Ladies, but he had never found 
any of fo great Ability as her felf. He 
endeavour’d to make it her Intereft to cor¬ 
rupt 
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rupt Ofwald to incline the Baron to eafier 
Terms of Accommodation; when he faw 
(he was not to be fhaken, he confented to 
treat with the Lord Meanwell in Perfon, 
a Circumftance he had hitherto refufed her 
whenever fhe propofed it. They accord¬ 
ingly met where Lord Crafty extoll’d Ri¬ 
ve il a in fuch an artful Manner, that made 
the Baron fufpeft fhe was in his Intereft, 
telling him he was fo well fatisfied in her 
Honour and Capacity, (for no Lawyer they 
had ever employ’d knew theCaufe fo well) 
that he would refer the whole Matter to the 
Decifion, and peremptorily offer’d to put it 
upon that very Hue. The Baron at that 
Touch fhrank himfelf all in a Heap, like die 
fenfible Plant; he told Ofwald , that that 
very artful Lord had corrupted Rivella* s 
Truth,elfe how was itpoflible he durfl: leave 
a Matter of fuch vaft Confequence to her 
Decifion: Ofwald had a better Opinion of 
her, and begg’d his Lordfhip, as a Proof 
that he would but feem to agree to Crafty's 
Propofal, and then he would quickly find 
that what he faid was nothing but Pre¬ 
tence and Ardfice : The Baron was not of 
his Opinion, believing himfelf wifer than 
all the World, and perhaps willing to fave 
the Money he had promifed Rivella , tho’ 
it coft him much more the other way; he 
clapt up an hafty Agreement with Crafty, 
without any farther confulting Ofwald in 
O z the 
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the Matter, by which, out of old Double's 
Eftate, he gave That Lord Threefcore and 
Twelve Thoufand Pound, and yet ftill re¬ 
main’d liable to perform Conditions with 
Tim , when ever he fhould think fit to force 
him to it; but very much to his Mortifi¬ 
cation on one fide, and Joy on the other, 
he heard that Tim was kill’d with drink¬ 
ing, a juft and miferable Return for his 
Debauchery, Folly and Villany: If the 
Baron had known of his Death before the 
Agreement, it would have faved him feve- 
ral Thoufand Pounds; but fince the Agree¬ 
ment was made, he was very glad ’twas 
now become out of Tim's Power to call 
his Lordfhip to an Account for that which 
he had made with him. 

i 

THUS my dear D'Aumont, continued 
Sir Charles , I have finifh’d the Secret Hifto- 
ry of that tedious Law Suit, which I juftly N 

fear has likewife tir’d your Patience. My 
Bufinefs was to give you Rivella' s Hifto- 
ry on thofe Occafions that have to her Pre¬ 
judice, made mod: Noife in the World; 
fince fhe has writ for the Tories , the Whigs 
have heighten’d this Story, and too fevere- 
ly reflected upon her for Bella's / Misfor¬ 
tunes, tho’ they were all occafion’d by her 
own Vicioufnefs, Forwardnefs and Trea¬ 
chery, in which Rivella had not any Part. t 
xRivella never faw nor applied her felf to 

the 
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the Baron any more, nor converfed with 
Ofwald. If that Lord ever made her an 
Acknowledgment, it was dire&ed to mif- 
carry, as coming thro’ Oftwala* s Hands, 
and fhe with Reafon, reckons that Family 
to be much her Debtors : Poor Meander 
was a great deal of Money out of Pocket, 
but he lov’d Rivella too well to reproach 
her with it. 

DURING their mutual Intelligence 
and Friendfhip, Califta , after a long Dif- 
ufe, came to yilit Rivella ; Clea?ider was 
then in the Room, they both look’d fo a- 
mazed and confounded, that Rivella took 
the firft Occafton to withdraw, to permit 
them an Opportunity to recover their Con¬ 
cern. If you remember Chevalier , Califta 
was the Lady who firft ingaged Rivella to 
ferve Meander, tho’ fhe excufed her felf 
upon being his Wife’s Acquaintance, and 
not Meander* s: When fhe had ended her 
Vifit, Rivella would know what had occa- 
fion’d their mutual Confufion; he laugh’d 
and defended himfelf a long Time ; at 
length, he confefs’d Califta was the firft 
Lady that had ever made him unfaithful 
to his Wife : Her Mother being in Misfor¬ 
tunes and indebted to him, fhe had offer’d' 
her Daughter’s Security, he took it, and 
moreover the Blefting of one Night’s Lodg¬ 
ing, which he never paid her back again, 
c Rivella 
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Rivella laugh’d in her Turn, becaufe Ca* 
lift a had given her felf Airs of not vifiting 
Rivella, now (he was made the Town Talk 
by her fcandalous Intriegue with Cleander; 
Rivella defiled him to give her the Bond, 
which he promifed and perform’d. 

MUCH about that Time, George 
Prince of Heft Dartnftad, came the fecond 
Time into England; he had been Vice-Roy 
of Catalonia , towards the latter End of 
Charles the Third’s Reign: The Inclina¬ 
tion his Highnefs had of returning into 
Spain, his Adorations for the Dowager , 
ins Relation being no Secret, made him 
keep up his Correfpondence with the Ca¬ 
talans ; principally with the Inhabitants of 
Barcelona , who continually follicited him 
<to Aid them with Forces, whereby they 
might be enabled to declare themfelves a- 
gainft Philip of Bourbon, whom they un¬ 
willingly obey’d: The Prince of Heft re- 
^refented this to the Court of England, as 
a Matter of very great Importance; he 
produced feveral Letters from the chief 
Perfons of Catalonia: His Highnefs was 
recommended to a Merchant in the City, 
whom he pray’d to introduce him into the 
Acquaintance of fome of the moft ingeni¬ 
ous Ladies of the Englijb Nation; this 
Merchant was acquainted with a Gentle¬ 
woman that was newly fet up to fell Milli¬ 
ner 9 ^ 
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tier's Ware to the Ladies and Gentlemen; 
fhe was well born, and incouraged by fe- 
veral Perfons who laid out their Money 
with her in Confideration of her Misfor¬ 
tunes: The Merchant defir’d fhe would 
fpeak to the Lady Rivella , who was her 
Cuftomer, and two Ladies more, to come 
one Evening to Cards at her Houfe, where 
himfelf would introduce the Prince incog. 
His Highnefs underftood nothing of Loo 
which was the Game they play’d at; he 
could not fpeak a Word of Eugiijh, nor the 
other Ladies a Word of French . They 
knew his Quality, tho’ they were to take 
no notice of it, and thought to win his 
Money, which is all that moft Ladies care 
for at Play: Rivella fat next the Prince, 
and for the Honour of the Englijh Women 
would not let him be cheated, fhe affifted 
him in his Game, and in conjunction with 
his good Luck, order’d the Matter fo well, 
that his Highnefs was the only Perlon who 
rofe a Winner: From that Time he con¬ 
ceiv’d the greateft Efteem for Rivella , the 
Prince presented her with his Pi&ure at 
length, and continued a Correfpondence 
with her till the Day before his Death: 
Cleander did not believe there was any mix¬ 
ture of Love in it, becaufe it was well 
known, the Prince had engaged his Heart 
in Spain, and his Perfon in England\ by 
way of Amufement to a certain celebra¬ 
te ted 
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ted Lady, who had made a great Figure in 
Lenders, and was more known by the 
Name of the Elettrefs of Bavaria , than 
her own. 

RI FELL A tafted fome Years the Plea- 
fure of Retirement, in the Converfation of 
the Perfon beloved ; but a tedious and an 
unhappy Law-Suit ftraitned Cleander* s Cir- 
cumftances and put him under feveral Diffi¬ 
culties. In the mean time his Wife died ; 
Rivelia was complimented upon her Lofs 
even by Cleander himfelf, for all the World 
thought he lov’d her fo well as to marry 
her; fhe receiv’d his Addrefs with fuch 
Confufion and Regret, that he knew not 
what to make of her Diforder, till at 
length burfting forth into Tears, fhe cry’d 
lam undone from tliis Moment! I have 
lofi the only Perfon, who fecured to me the 
Polfeflion of your Heart 1 Cleander was 
(truck with her Words, I came into the 
Room, and Rivelia withdrew to hide her 
Concern : Cleander felt himfelf fo wound¬ 
ed by what fhe had fpoken, that I fhall ne¬ 
ver forget it ; he confefs’d her to be the 
greatefi Mifirefs of Nature that ever was 
born; fhe knew, he faid, the hidden Springs 
and DefeQs of Human-kind; Self-love was 
indeed fuch an inherent Evil in ail the 
World,thatlie was afraid Rivelia had fpoken 
fomething that look’d too like Truth; but 

what 
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what ever liappened he fhould never be 
acquainted with a Woman of her Worth, 
neither could any thing but extream Ne- 
ceflity, force him to abandon her Inno¬ 
cence and Tendernefs. 

N OT long after Cleander was caft at 
Law, and condemn’d in a great Sum to be 
paid by the next Term; he conceal’d his 
Misfortunes from Rivella , but (he learn’d 
them from other Perfons : One muft be a 
Woman of an exalted Soul to take dip 
Part flip did: The Troubles of the Mind 
call her into a Fit of Sicknefs; Cleander 
guefs’d at the Caufe, and endeavour’d to 
reftore her at any Price, having allur’d 
her of it; fhe ask*d him if he would mar¬ 
ry her; lie immediately anfwer’d he would, 
tho’ he were ruin’d by it; fhe told liim that 
was a very hard Sentence, fhe could not 
confent to his ruin with half fo much 
eafe as to her own; then enquired if there 
was any Way to fave him? He explain’d 
to her liis Circumftances, and the Propo- 
fals that had been made to him of court¬ 
ing a rich young Widow, but that hie 
could not think of it: Rivella paus’d a 
long Time, at length pulling up her Spirits, 
and fixing her Refolution, fhe told him it 
fhould be fo; he fhould not be undone for 
her fake; fhe had receiv’d many Obligati¬ 
ons from him, and he had fuffer’d feveral 
; . P. Incon- 
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Inconveniences on her Account; particu¬ 
larly in the Affair of Mr. Timothy Double : 

She was proud it was now in her'Power to 
repay part of the Debt fhe ow’d; there¬ 
fore (he conjur’d him to make his AddrelTes 
to the Lady, for tho’ he might be fo far 
influenced by his Bride as afterwards to 
become ingrateful, fhe would much rather 
that fhould happen, than to fee him 
Poor and Miferable, an Objeft of per¬ 
petual Reproach to her Heart and Eyes; 
for having preferr’d the Reparation of her 
own Honour, to the Prefervation of his. 

I SHOULD move you too far, Gene¬ 
rous D’ Atmont y in relating half that Ten- 
dernefs and Relu&ance, with which it was 
concluded they fhould part: I was the 
Confident between them; but tho’ I had 
Efteem and Friend (hip for Cleander , there 
was fortiething touch’d my Soul more , 
nearly for Rivella *s Intereft ; therefore I 
would hatfe diflwaded her from that Ro- * 
mantick Bravery of Mind, by advifing her 
to marry her Lover, who was fo bright a 
Mah, tnat he could never prove long un- 
happy, his own Capacity being fufficient 
to extricate him; but as fhe had never 
taken my Advice in any Thing, fhe did 
not begin now; there was a Pleafure fhe 
faid in becoming Miferable, when it was 
to make a Perfbn happy, by whom fhe 
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had been fo very much obliged, and fq 
long and faithfully beloved! 

OLEANDER'S handfom Perfon im¬ 
mediately made Way to the Widow’s 
Heart; it is not my Bufinefs to fpeak much 
ofher,tho’theTheambe very ample; I have 
heard him fay, that he might have fucceed- 
ed to his Willi, if he could have had the 
Confidence to believe a Woman could have 
been won fo quickly: Her Relations got 
notice of the Courtfhip, and reprefented 
the Difadvantage of the Match, which o> 
cafion’d Settlements and Security of her 
own Fortune to her own Ufe, Oleander 
trufted to the Power he hoped to gain o- 
ver her Heart \ thinking when once they 
were married, (he might be brought to 
recede, but he was miftaken : Te wo- 
ing lafted but a Month ; with all the 01- 
fiacles her Friends could raife , which 
perhaps was a Fortnight longer than the 
Date of her Paflion afterwards. Fears 
and Jealoufies enfu’d; they pafs’d many 
uneafy Hours of Wedlock together. He 
teiz’d the Lady about Cards, and fhe him 
for Rivella who feldom faw him; for fhe 
led her Life moftly in the Country, and 
never appear’d in Publick after Oleander's 
Carriage; which with four Years Uneafi- 
jiefs concluded in the Lofs of his Senfes, and 
in three more of his Life ; whether the 
P 2 Want 
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Want of Rivelhh Conversation, which he 
had fo long been us’d to contributed, or the | 
Uneafinefs of his Circumftances; for his , 
Marriage had not anfwer’d the fancied 
End, br forfiething elfe, which I am not j 
willing to fay, where very much may be 
faid ; tho’ as Rivella? s Friend, I have no 
Reafon to fpare Cleander* s Lady, becaufe 
hie always fpeaks of her with Language 
moth unfit for a Gentlewoman, and on all 
Occafions, has us’d her with the Spite and 
ill Nature of an enraged jealous-Wife* 

- ( / . L < ' . . . | 

AFTER that Time, I know nothing 
memorable of Rivella, but that file feetoi’d 
to bury all Thoughts of Gallantry in Cle- \ 
ander y s Tomb; and unlefs file had her felf 
ptiblifii’d fuch melting Scenes Of Love, I 
thou Id by her Regularity and good Beha¬ 
viour have thought the had loft the Me¬ 
mory Of that Paftion. I was in the Coun¬ 
try when the Two fir ft Volumes Of the 
A?al ant is were Publifh’d, and did not 
know who was the Author, u biit came to 
Town ju ft as the Lord S -— -d had gra nted 
a Warrant againft the Printer and Pub- 
lijht t: I went as ufual, to wait upon Ri- 
bella^ .whom l found in one Of her -Hero¬ 
ic k Strains; the'faid file was glad • I wa$ 
come, to advife Her in a Bufitiefs of very 
feteat Importance; the had as yeteonfult- 
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ed with but one Friend, whofe Counfel 
had not pleas’d her; no more would 
mine, I thought, but did not interrupt 
her; in Conclufion fhe told me that her 
felf was Author of the Atalantis , for 
which three innocent Perfons were taken 
up and Would be ruin’d with their Fa¬ 
milies ; that fhe was refolv’d to furren- 
der her felf into the Meffenger* s Hands, 
whom fhe heard had the Secretary of 
State’s Warrant againfl her, fo to dis¬ 
charge thofe honeft People from their Im- 
prifonment: I flared upon her and thought 
her dire&ly mad ; I began with railing 
at her Books *, the barbarous Defignof ex* 
pofing People that never had done her* 
any Injuryfhe anfwer’d me fhe was 
become Mifanthrope, a perfe£t Titnon , or' 
Man-Hater ; ; all the World Was out of 
Humour with her, and fhe with all the 
World, more particularly a faction who 
were bufy to enflave their Sovereign, and 
overturn the Conflitution; that fhe was 
proud of having more Courage than had 
any Of our Sex, and of throwing the firft 
Stone, which might give a Hint for other 
Perfons of more Capacity to examine the 
Defeats, and Vices pf fonie Men who took 
a Delight to impofe upon the World, by the- 
Pretence of publiek Good, whilfl their true 
Defign was only to gratify and advance 
themfelves. As to cxpofmg thofe who had 

never 
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never injured her, fhe faid fhe did no more 
by others, than others had done by her (/>.) 
Tattle of Frailties; the Town had never 
(hewn her any Indulgence, but on the con¬ 
trary reported ten fold againft her in Mat¬ 
ters of which fhe was wholly Innocent, 
whereas fhe did but take up old Stories 
that all the World had long fmce report¬ 
ed, having ever been careful of glancing 
againft fuch Perfons who were truly ver- 
tuous, and who had not been very carelefs 
of their own A&ions. 

i* 

RI VELLA grew warm in her De¬ 
fence, and obftinate in her Defign of fur- 
rendring her felf a Prifoner: I ask’d her 
how fhe would like going to Newgate ? 
She anfwer’d me very well; fince it was to 
difcharge het Gonfcience; I told her all 
this founded great, and was very Hero- 
ick; but there was a vaft Difference be¬ 
tween real and imaginary Sufferings: She 
had chofe to declare her felf of a Party 
moft Supine, and forgetful of fuch who 
feryed them; that fhe would certainly be 
abandon’d by ’them, and left to perifh and 
ftarve in Prifon. The moft fevere Cri- 
ticks upon Ton Writings, were Tories 
themfelves, who never confidering the 
Defign or honeft Intention of the Author, 
would examin the Performance only, and 
that too with as much Severity as they 

would 
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would an Enemy’s, and at the fame Time 
value themfelves upon their being impar¬ 
tial, tho’ againft their Friends: Then as 
to Gratitude or Generofity, the Tories did 
not come up to the Whigs y who never 
fuffer’d any Man to want Incourage- 
ment and Rewards if he were never lo 
dull, vicious or infignificant, provided he 
declar’d himfelf to be for them ; whereas 
the Tories had no general Intereft, and 
confequently no particular, each Perfon 
refufing to contribute towards the Bene¬ 
fit of the whole; and when it fhould 
come to pafs (as certainty it would) that 
fhe perifh’d thro’ Want in a Goal, they 
would fooner condemn her Folly, than pit- 
ty her Sufferings; and cry, fie may take it 
for her Pains: Who hid her write ? What 
good did fie do ? Could not fie fit quiet as 
well as her Neighbours , and not meddle 
her felf about what did not concern her ? 

RIVELLA was ftartled at thefe 
Truths, and ask’d me, What then would 
I have her do ? I anfwer’d that I was ftill 
at her Service, as well as my Fortune: 
I would wait upon her out of England 9 
and then find fome Means to get her fafe 
into France , where the Queen, that was 
once to have been her Miftrefs, would 
doubtlefs take her into her own Prote¬ 
ction; fhe faid the Project was a vain 

one, 
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one, that Lady being the greafeft Bigot 
in Nature to the Ropian Church, and 
fhe was, and ever would be, a Prqteftanty 
a Name fuflicient to deftroy the greatpft 
Merit in that Court. I told her I Would 
carry her into Switzerland, or any Coun¬ 
try that was but a Place of Safety, and 
leave her there if fhe commanded me; 
fhe ask’d me in a hafly Manner, as if 
fhe demanded Pardon for hefitating up- 
. on the Point, what then would become 
. of the poor Printer, and thofe two other 
Perfons concern’d, the Publijhers, who with 
their Fami/ies all would be undone by her 
Flight? That the Mifery I had threaten’d 
her with, was a lefs Evil than doing a 
difhonourable Tiling: I ask’d her if lhe 
had promis’d thofe Perfons to be anfwer- 
able for the Event ? She fiid no, fhe had 
only given them leave to fay, if the / were 
queftion’d, they had receiv’d the Coyy from 
her Hand! I us’d feveral Arguments to fa- 
tisfy her Confcience that fhe was under 
no farther Obligation, efpecially fince the 
Profit had been theirs; fhe anfwer’d it 
might be fo, but fhe could not bear to 
, live and reproach her felf- with the Mi¬ 
fery that might happen to thofe unfor¬ 
tunate People: Finding her obfiinate, I 
kft her with an angry Threat, of never be- 
■ holding her in that wretched State, into 
Which fbe was going tp plunge her felf. 


RIVELLJ 
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RIVELLA remain’d immovable in a 
Point which fhe thought her Duty, and ac¬ 
cordingly furrender’d her felf, and was ex¬ 
amin’d in the Secretary’s Office: They us’d 
feveral Arguments to make her difcover 
who were the Perfons concern’d with 
her in writing her Books;, or at lead: 
from whom fhe had receiv’d Information 
of fome fpecial FaCts, which they thought 
were above her own Intelligence: Her 
Defence was with much Humility and 
Sorrow, for having offended, at the fame 
Time denying that any Perfons were con¬ 
cern’d with' her, or that fhe had a far¬ 
ther Defign than writing for her own 
Amufement and Diverfion in the Coun¬ 
try; without intending particular Refle¬ 
ctions or Characters: When this was not 
believ’d, and the contrary urg’d very home 
to her by feveral Circumftances and Like- 
nefles; me faid then it muft be Injfira - 
tion, becaufe knowing her own Innocence 
fhe could acount for it no other Way: The 
Secretary reply’d upon her, that Inftira- 
tioy us’d to be upon a good Account, and 
her Writings were ftark naught ; fhe 
told him, with an Air full of Penitence, 
that might be true, but it was as true, 
that there were evil Angels as well as 
good; fo that neverthelefs what fhe had 
wrote might ftiil be by Inflation. 

o. 
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NOT to detain you longer, dear at¬ 
tentive D'Aumont, the gathering ‘Clouds be¬ 
ginning to bring Night upon us, this poor 
Lady was clofe Ihut up in the Mejj'enger*s 
Hands from feeing or ipeaking to any Per- 
fon, without being allow’d Pen, Ink and 
Paper; where lhe was moft tyranically 
and barbaroufly infulted by the Fellow 
and his Wife who had her in keeping, 
tho’ doubtlefs without the Knowledge of 
their Superiors ; for when Rivella was ex¬ 
amin’d, they ask’d her if lhe was civilly 
us’d ? She thought it below her to com¬ 
plain of fuch little People, who when 
they flretch’d Authority a little too far, 
.thought perhaps that they ferv’d the In¬ 
tention and Refentrftents, tho’ not the 
Commands of their Mailers; and ac¬ 
cordingly chofe to be inhufrian, rather 
than jult and civil. 

RIVELLA 1 s Council fued out her 
Habeas Corpus at the Quee??s Bench-Bar 
in Weftwnfter Hall; and Hie was admit¬ 
ted to Bail. Whether the Perfons in Pow¬ 
er were alhamed to bring a Woman to, 
Jier Trial for writing a few amorous Tri¬ 
fles purely for her own Amufement, or 
that our Laws were defective, as moft 
Perfons conceiv’d, becaufe lhe had ferv’d 
her felf with ROmantick Names, and a 
feign’d Scene of A&ion? But after fe- 
L vj ; veral 
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veral Times expofing her in Per (on to 
walk crofs the Court before the Bench 
of Judges, with her three Attendants, 
the Printer and both the Publijhers ; the 
Mtorny General at the End of three or 
four Terms dropt the Profecution, tho’ 
not without a very great Expence to the 
Defendants, who were however glad to 
compound with their Purfes for their hei- 
nious Offence, and the notorious Indif- 
cretion of which they had been guilty. 

THERE happen’d not long after a 
total Change in the Miniftry, the Perfons 
whom Rivella had difoblig’d being remo¬ 
ved, and confequently her Fears diffipa- 
ted; upon which that native Gaiety and 
good Humour fo fparkling and confpicu- 
ous in her, return’d; I had the hardeft 
Part to att, becaufe I could not eafily fore¬ 
go her Friendfhip and Acquaintance, yet 
knew not very well how to pretend to 
the Continuance of either, confidering 
what I had faid to her upon our laft Se- 
peration the Night before her Imprifon- 
ment: Finding I did not return to wifh 
her Joy with the reft of her Friends up¬ 
on her Inlargement, {he did me the Fa¬ 
vour to write to me, alluring me that 
fhe very well diftinguifh’d that which a 
Friend out of the Greatnefs of his Friend- 
{hip did advife, and what a Man of Hch 
% nour 
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nour could be fuppos’d to endure, by giv¬ 
ing Advice wherein his Friend or him- 
felf mull fuffer, and that fince I had fo 
generoufly endeavour’d her Safety at the 
expence of my own Character, fhe would 
always look upon me as a Perfon whom 
nothing could taint but my Friendfhip for 
her. I was afham’d of the Delicacy of 
her Argument, by which fince I was 
prov’d guilty, tho’ the Motives were ne¬ 
ver fo prevalent, ft ill my Honour was 
found defective, how perfeX foever my 
Friendfhip might appear. 

RIVELLA had always the better of 
me at this Argument, and when fhe would 
infult me, never fail’d to ferve her felf 
with that falfe one, Succefs r in return, I 
brought her to be afham’d of her Wri¬ 
tings, faving that Part by which fhe pre¬ 
tended to ferve her Country, and the an¬ 
cient Conftitution; (there fhe is a per¬ 
fect Bigot from a long untainted Defcent 
of Loyal Anceftors, and confequently im¬ 
moveable) but when I would argue with 
her the Folly of a Woman’s dilobliging 
any one Party, by a Pen equally quali¬ 
fied to divert all, fhe agreed my Re¬ 
flexion was juft, and promis’d not to 
repeat her Fault, provided the World 
would have the Goodnefs to forget thofe 
flue had already committed, and that hence¬ 
forward 
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forward her Bufinefs fhouldbe to write of 
Pleafure and Entertainment only, wherein 
Party ihould no longer mingle; but that 
the Whigs were fo unforgiving they would 
not advance one Step towards a Coalition 
with any Mufe that had once been fo indif- 
creet to declare againft them: She now a- 
grees with me, that Politicks is not the Buli- 
nefs of a Woman, efpecially of one that can 
fo well delight and entertain her Readers 
with more gentle pleafing Theams, and has 
accordingly fet her felf again to write a 
Tragedy for the Stage. If you ftay in Eng¬ 
land, dear Chevalier , till next Winter, we 
may hope to entertain you from thence, 
with what ever Rivella is capable of per¬ 
forming in the Dramatick Art. *■ 

BUT has fhe ftill a Tafte for Love, 
interrupted young Monlieur UAumont ? 
Doubtlefs, anfwer’d Sir Charles , or whence 
is it that file daily writes of him with fuch 
Fire and Force ? But whether fhe does 
Love, is aQueftion? I often hear her Ex- 
prefs a Jealoufy of appearing fond at her 
Time of Day, and full of Rallery againft 
thofe Ladies, who fue when they are no 
longer fued unto. She converfes now with 
our Sex in a Manner that is very delicate, 
fenfible, and agreeable; which is to fay, 
knowing her felf to be no longer Young, 
fhe does not feem to exped the Praife and 
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Flattery that attend the Youthful: The 
greateft Genius’s of the Age, give her daily 
Proofs of their Efteem and Friendfhip; only 
one excepted, who yet X find was more in 
her Favour than any other of the Wits pre¬ 
tend to have been, ftnce he in Print has very 
lately told the World, ’twas his Own Fault 
he was not Happy, for which Omiflion he 
has publickly and gravely ask’d her Pardon. 
Whether this Proceeding was fo Chevalier 
as is ought, I will no more determine a- 
gainft him, than believe him againft her ; 
but fince the charitable Cuftom of the 
World gives the lie to that Perfon, whofo- 
ever he he, that boafts of having receiv’d 
a Lady’s Favour, becaufe it is an A&ion 
unworthy of Credit, and of a Man of 
Honour; may not he by the fame Rule 
be disbeliev’d, who fays he might and 
would not receive Favours; efpecialiy from 
a Sweet, Clean, Witty, Friendly, Service¬ 
able and young Woman, as Rivella was, 
when this Gentleman pretends to have 
been Cruel\ confidering that in the Choice 
of his other Amours, he has given no fuch 
Proof of his Delicacy, or the Nicenefs of 
his Tafte? But what (hail we fay, the Pre¬ 
judice of Party runs fo high in England, 
that the bell: natured Perfons, and thofe of 
tlie greateft Integrity, fcruple not to fay 
Falfe and Malicious Things of thofe who 
differ from, them ia Principles, in any Cafe 
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bat Love; Scandal between Whig and Tory, 
goes for nothing; but who is there befides 
my felf, that thinks it an impoflible Thing 
a Tory Lady fhould prove frail, efpecially 
when a Perfon (tho’ never fo much a 
Whig) reports her to be fo, upon his own 
Knowledge. 

THUS generous D'Aumont, I have 
endeavour’d to obey your Commands, in 
giving you that part of Rivella y s Hiftory, 
which has made the moft Noife againft 
her; I confels, had I fhown only the bright 
Part of her Adventures ; I might have 
Entertained you much more agreeably, 
but that requires much longer Time; to¬ 
gether with the Songs, Letters and Adora¬ 
tions, innumerable from thole who never 
could be Happy. Then to have rais’d your 
Paflions in her Favour ; I fhould have 
brought you to her Table well furnilh’d 
and well ferv’d; have fhown you her fpark- 
ling Wit and eafy Gaiety, when at Meat 
with Perlbns of Conversion and Humour: 
From thence carried you (in the Heat of 
Summer after Dinner) within the Nymphs 
Alcove,to a Bed nicely fheeted and ftrow’d 
with Rofesy jf ’efl'amins or Orange-Flowers, 
fiiited to the variety of the Seafon; her 
Pillows neatly trim’d with Lace or Muflin, 
ftuck round with Junquils , or other natu¬ 
ral Garden Sweets,for Ihe ufes no Perfumes, 

and 
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and there have given you leave to fancy 
your felf the happy Man, with whom fhe 
chofe to repofe her felf, during the Heat 
of the Day, in a State of Sweetnefs and 
Tranquility: From thence conducted you 
towards the cool of the Evening, either 
upon the Water , or to the Park for Air, 
with a Converfation always new, and 
which never cloys ; JIM s let us go my 
dear Lovemore , interrupted young D'Ju- 
tnont , let us riot lofe a Moment before we 
are acquainted with the only Perfon of her 
■'Sex that knows how to Live, and of whom 
we may fay, in relation to Love, fmcefhe 
has fo peculiar a Genius for, and has made 
filch noble Difcoveries in that Paffion, 
that it would have been a Fault in her f 
not to have been Faulty . 
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